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Goat Care Calendar
by LACEY HUGHETT

Edit this schedule with your specific dates
and goals. Once you have a calendar that
works for you, it will help keep you on track
when things get hectic.
Monthly maintenance: Each month, assess
each goat individually. Record FAMACHA and
the Body Condition Scores (BCS). Check coat for

January
Check does for pregnancy
45-90 days after breeding.
Administer CD&T vaccine six to
eight weeks prior to kidding.
In wet months, watch for hoof rot.
When weather changes rapidly
from hot to cold, watch
for pneumonia.

February
Check does for signs of
miscarriage or early labor. Prepare
kidding areas and a kidding kit.
External parasites prefer cold,
dark, and damp environments.

March
Check does for labor signs and
into kidding areas. When kids are
born, dip umbilical cords in iodine
solution. Record labor details and
kid health to the does' records.
Predators are attracted to the scent
of birth. Be sure kids get enough
nutrition. Monitor for floppy kid
syndrome or respiratory illness.

bugs or dandruff. Check the feet for overgrowth
or problems. Trim all hooves. Check the eyes,
ears, nose, and mouth for any obvious issues.
Consider doing an at-home fecal float test before
and after deworming to determine resistance
and coverage, then deworm according to
needs. During the cold months, ensure goats
are fed enough and have good shelter.

at one month old. Provide
supplemental feed to lactating
does based on BCS. Band males.

Continue milking does.

Watch for goat pink eye as
conditions get warmer and dusty.

Monitor for common diseases and
heatstroke.

May

September
Test all goats over six months
for CAE, CL, Johne’s disease,
and brucellosis.

Give kids their second CD&T
vaccine. Dose kids correctly
for wormers, as underdosing
can lead to resistance.
Consider traps or sprays if
it is a bad year for flies.

Obtain a high BCS for any breeding
animals. Separate does not
putting on or maintaining weight.

June

October

Start to wean kids. Monitor does
for mastitis.
Determine which animals to sell
or process. Determine the
following year’s goals. Continue
to monitor for symptoms of
common goat diseases.

July
Worm kids if necessary, according
to weight. Create individual records
for the kids you intend to keep;
sell or process those you don't.
Watch for heatstroke.

April

August

Assess does frequently for mastitis.
Give kids' first CD&T vaccination
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When does show signs of heat,
place the buck in their pen for 42
days. Only breed doelings if at
60-70% of their expected adult
weight and showing signs of heat.
Watch for exhaustion from
the buck.

November
Ensure goats get enough food in
colder weather.
Watch for foot rot. Fix drafty
shelters.

December
Watch for respiratory illness.
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