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goat journal : : from the editor

TELL US ABOUT YOU!
Do you have a story suggestion for Goat Journal? Would you like to tell us how you dealt with a particular  

problem … or ask for advice regarding an issue that didn’t go so well? Send your letters via email to 
goatjournal@gmail.com or the old-fashioned way to Goat Journal, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451.

ALL THAT 
MILK!

EACH FALL AND WINTER, I exhale as my last 
doe dries off in preparation for spring kidding. 
Twice-daily milkings wane to once a day, then to 

every other day. Seven does in milk become four, then 
two, as their pregnant bodies often chose to be done 
with milking before I planned to dry them off. I sleep in 
each morning and don’t worry about herding the ladies 
into a dark milkroom as days get shorter and nights 
lengthen. And then there is none.

And I miss it. Though separating cream from gallons 
at a time takes energy that I didn’t always have each 
evening, I miss the jars sitting in my refrigerator. I miss 
culturing chèvre overnight for a culinary project the 
next day.

Kidding season rolls around, with uncertainty of 
how many kids will be born to which does, if they will 
produce just enough for their kids or will be able to 
also nourish a rejected baby. I wait until all colostrum 
is gone before using the extra milk for myself, the little 
amount that it is before I can start separating babies at 
night or weaning them.

Then the gallons pour in, and I’m overwhelmed. 
I post my pictures on Facebook and Instagram, as if 
advertising the most delicious bounty ever, and though 
my friends offer to buy it or at least take some off my 
hands, I have to turn them down. My state mandates 
my selfishness, that no raw milk product may leave my 
possession and no milk product at all may be sold from 
my household save a bar of soap.

It’s hard to choose my favorite reason to keep goats, 
but the milk ranks pretty high. I keep Nubians, LaMan-
chas, Saanens, and a Toggen-Boer whose milk tastes 
more Boer than Togg. And I make cultured cheese and 
butter, saving the whey to acidify and add probiotics to 
my garden. My tiny goat dairy isn’t commercial, or an 
income source in any way, but it enriches our lives.

And who doesn’t love a fresh cold, glass of milk?

MAY YOUR MILK SUPPLY BE  
PLENTIFUL AND SWEET...

    1-800-656-6007  |  www.FightBac.com

=The most effective teat disinfectant to prevent mastitis

=Lower cell counts, treatment costs and cull rates

=Excellent general use disinfectant for: injection sites, any cut or 
wound, navels on newborn kids and udder dermatitis (udder rot)

IF YOU HAVE GOATS, 
YOU NEED...

IfYouHaveGoatsYouNeedFightBac.indd   1 6/19/18   3:55 PM
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THE GOATS' JOURNEY

My name is Starbeam. I am an Angora goat. I 
live with my mother, Moonleaf, and I have 
one brother, named Clover. We live in a small 

patch of forest in the middle of nowhere. My father left 
us when Clover and I were just kids. Mother doesn’t 
speak of him much even when we ask her a direct ques-
tion like: “Mother, what is Father’s name?” sometimes 
Clover and I would ask. 

Her only answer would be, “There is no need to know 
his name. All you need to know is that he was your fa-
ther, and he was a fine goat.” 

So, Clover and I just got used to not asking Mom 
about him. Our daily schedule goes something like this: 
clean bedding, find food, nap, play, rest in the sun, find 
more food, repeat.

by Sophia Rotoli, age 11

This morning while my family was finding food, we 
heard some peculiar sounds. I asked my mother, “Mom 
what’s that annoying and hideous racket?”

“Why I wouldn’t know dear. Clover, would you like 
to take a guess?” she asked.

“I think it’s an elephant!” Clover exclaimed.
“Now Clover, dear, elephants don’t live here, and the 

sound is too loud to be an elephant,” was her response.
“I think that it’s those horrible Little-Hairs,” I said for 

my guess.
 Clover tends to have a large imagination, especially 

about elephants. This is because Mom told him all about 
them one rainy day when we were kids. That same day 
she told me about the Little-Hairs. They are large, hid-
eous, savage beasts. With only a little hair on their face. 
She said that they use goats for roping and riding. They 
are every goat’s nightmare.

“Can Clover and I go explore the noise? This will 
prove who’s right about the noise,” I said simply.

“Alright, but no going past Ant Lane. You know 
I don’t like it past there,” she said as she gave us the 
“don’t you dare disobey me” look.

As Clover and I made our way over to the racket we 
saw bright colors that are much brighter than any ber-
ries, even Blood Moon berries, and trust me those are 
bright. 

“C-Clover, what is that?” I stammered.
“I don’t know, perhaps some of those horrible Lit-

tle-Hairs you were talking about,” said Clover.
“Yeah, you’re probably right, but we should check it 

out though. They might be in the bright bugs.” 
“Are you sure?”
“I’m sure,” I said.
After that we didn’t talk much. All you could hear was 

the soft clip-clop of our hooves and the giant, loud bugs. 
Finally, we got close enough to see the creatures. They 
were Little-Hairs. I didn’t know what to do so then I just 
blanked out. All of a sudden one of them spotted us and 
started to run after us. I went one way toward Ant Lane, 
while Clover went toward the Little-Hairs.

“Clover!” I screamed.
He didn’t hear me over the racket. As I start to run 

away from the Little-Hairs, I had a very sure feeling 
that Clover wouldn’t survive the Little-Hairs. Before I 
know it, I'm in the middle of a moorland. My hooves 
must’ve carried me here without me realizing it. Mother 
had never taken us here; then again, she did say that she 
didn’t like it past Ant Lane.

Sophia learns how to give injections to 
her Angora goat, Gloria.

goat journal : : reader story
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While I was sleeping that night, I had a dream that 
Clover was very ill, and two much larger goats than us 
were caring for him. I woke up very startled, and I just 
knew that he was alive. Day after day I searched for Clo-
ver. There was a tinier and tinier small flicker of hope in 
my belly that Clover was alive, but not healthy. 

The next day, When I decided to set out again, I sud-
denly found hoof prints that looked just like Clover’s. 
“Could it really be Clover’s?” I kept asking myself. As 
I followed the prints they led to a small shallow dip in 
the ground. In the dip there was a lump of curly fur. This 
had to be Clover. As I prodded the lump, it moaned. 
Clover seemed to be sick. So, I let him rest for the rest of 
the day as I scavenged for food. 

The next day we started to travel to 
what seemed like a good way to travel 
if it means getting away from the Lit-
tle-Hairs. On the way we found two 
female goats called Leaf and Shadow. 
They were making a group called “The 
Grove” where they care for travelers 
and teach outsiders how to survive 
with helpful hints. These goats were 
much bigger than Mom. Shadow was 
pitch black, while Leaf was black and 
brown. They claimed to be Alpine 
goats. They showed us a very nice shel-
tered part of a forest with a clean pool 
of water, and leaves they called herbs 
that could treat my poor brother’s ill-
ness with.

“Hey Starbeam, Leaf and I have been 
wondering if you might consider living 
in the forest with us? After all the terri-
ble things you’ve told us about, like the 
Little-Hairs you've told us about,” asked Shadow.

“I think that would be great, but I’ll have to find my 
mom and bring her here. She’ll be worried sick about 
Clover and me. Hey, do you guys know that small patch 
of forest in the middle of nowhere?” I asked 

 “Of course, we know that place. We have done a lot 
of traveling in our days. It’s right through this forest 
around the moorland and over Ant Lane,” Leaf told me

“Thanks. I’ll must leave right away. I should be back 
in a few days at the most,” I told them.

As soon as I reached my mom the next day, she rushed 
over to me and started whispering in her very angry, 
but sad voice. “I waited for hours and hours for you and 
Clover.” She paused for a second. “You never returned 
so I started to worry. I waited day after day hoping for 
you guys to return. Then you finally come after a whole 
week!” she exclaimed.

“I know, I know. Clover and I got a little too close…” 
“‘A little close,’” she said as she gave me the “serious-

ly” look.
“Okay a lot close. Then a bright red bug thing came 

toward us and next thing I know we’ve been separated 
and I find Clover sick and in a divot. Finally, we found 
The Grove who have been caring for Clover and getting 
him well. Then Shadow and Leaf asked us to join their 
group.” I told her finally.

“Alright I'll put some thought into joining The Grove, 
but we are to leave right now to go to Clover and protect 
him. After we find him, we will decide what we want,” 
she responded.

“That’s fine by me,” I told her.
All through that day and night we traveled back the 

way I’d come. We ran into a few foxes and dogs, but we 
made it past simply. Finally, the next day we reached 
Shadow’s and Leaf’s home. As we started to enter a new 

goat I haven’t seen before came out. 
He was a full-grown buck with am-
ber eyes, tan fur, and a long thin black 
stripe down his back.

“Hello, and welcome to The Grove. 
My name is Pine. Let me take you to 
Leaf and Shadow,” Pine told us formal-
ly.

“No thanks. I know the way. My 
brother Clover has been staying here, 
and besides they already know us,” I 
told him.

“Suit yourself,” he told us.
As we entered the camp it was much 

different than before. There were more 
sleeping places than before and there 
were more goats than before. Finally, I 
spotted Shadow and Leaf at the edge of 
the camp.

“Starbeam! You made it back, and 
with your mother!” Leaf exclaimed.

“Hello. You must be The Grove’s leaders. My name is 
Moonleaf. I am mother to Starbeam and Clover. I hope 
you have been taking good care of my dear Clover,” she 
told them.

“Why of course.” Shadow told us, “We treat everyone 
like family. And in fact, Clover is feeling well again,” 
she said.

“In that case Starbeam, Clover, and I will join your 
group, as long as that's okay with you,” Mother decided 
suddenly.

“Why of course you can,” said Leaf as I spotted Clo-
ver.

“What are you talking about?” asked Clover.
“Clover, Mother decided that we are going to live in 

The Grove,” I told him.
“Yay!” exclaimed Clover.
Life went on as always except it was more orderly 

than before, and it was less simple. We all learned how 
to heal each other and treated all goats as family. Goats 
came and goats left but life went on and being a part of 
The Grove was a perfect fit for my family.   

©Grandpa Beck’s Games, “Gnoming 
A-Round" card game available Fall 
2020. Illustration by Apryl Stott.
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goat journal : : conversation

DO YOU  
HAVE A  
GOAT-RELATED  
QUESTION?

WISH YOU COULD ASK A 
GOAT EXPERT OR HAVE 
A CHAT WITH SOMEONE 
WHO ALSO HAS GOATS?

WELL, NOW YOU CAN.

While we work with veterinarian 
consultants, our editors are not 
veterinarians and cannot recommend 
off-label medication or products for 
treatment, or dosage information. 

Members of our Backyard Goats 
site can ask via live chat or vis-
it our Ask the Expert section of 
Backyard Goats to see if your 
question already has an answer! 

backyardgoats.
iamcountryside.com/
ask-the-expert

WE LOVE HEARING 
FROM YOU!

Goat Journal
P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451 
or email goatjournal@gmail.com

Leave us a review on  
facebook.com/goatjournal/

reviews

Hi folks! 
I'm writing in response to your March/April 2020 issue 

of Goat Journal. 
The subtle promotion of same-sex living that was in this 

issue is unacceptable especially in a magazine that could/
should be a family friendly magazine. Same-sex living is 
not an amoral issue but will experience the wrath of God 
unless it is repented of. Praise God, there is deliverance, 
salvation, and forgiveness through Jesus Christ when it is 
repented of and forsaken. 

Swan's statement at the end of the one article, that she 
can share whatever she wants online with 30,000 followers 
without giving account to anyone but Jen is totally false. 
She will give account to God. And her statement about 
what she could share is obscene and should never be print-
ed in a magazine that is to be a family friendly magazine. 

As the editor of this magazine you also will be held ac-
countable for the things that you let go into print. Will you 
contribute to the decay and destruction of our country? 

We will not be renewing our subscription to your maga-
zine or family of magazines.

Written from a concern for souls,
Lynn E.

Hi Lynn,
After receiving your letter, I pondered on it a bit. Goat Journal 

features all kinds of goat owners: different races, religions, and 
even goat owners whose personal relationships don’t always fol-
low the “norm.” So, I went out and asked my goats for advice.

They just stared at me and asked for treats.
We think the goats are onto something here. Goat Journal is 

about goats and goat owners. Jennifer and Swan are goat own-
ers, as are the rest of the diverse population of humanity that we 
include within our pages. 

If you love goats, and are kind to your goats, we love you. But 
if you offer us treats, we’ll be your friends for life.

Marissa Ames
Editor, Goat Journal

naaonalshow.adga.org

Grand Island, Nebraska | June 20-27
ADGA Naaonal Show

Since September 2017, we have expanded to cover 
“all things goat,” and your feedback is amazing.  

But what about sheep? Would you like to see  
Goat Journal also cover their farm cousins? Write  
to us at goatjournal@gmail.com and let us know!



naaonalshow.adga.org

Grand Island, Nebraska | June 20-27
ADGA Naaonal Show
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PHOTOS

1
2

goat journal : : reader photos

1. I thought this was such a cute photo of three of our 
boys born at Mitten Acres last May. I thought it would be 
a great photo to share! Here's to happy goating! 
Submitted by Lori Washburn, Mitten Acres 
Nigerian Dwarf Goats, Milford, Michigan

2. This is my two-year-old great grandbaby, Bailey 
Grace, out one day with her grandmother. 
Photo taken by grandmother, Tiara McGuire, and 
submitted by great-grandmother, Diane Dubuque

3. This is Gizmo, one of our quadruplets born on our 
farm last week. He is a big boy, weighing 4.5 lbs at birth! 
I think he is happy to be out into the world! 
Submitted by Runyan Farms Nigerian Dwarf Goats

4. Stoick is a two-year-old Nubian buck, and Frenchie 
is a Black Bresse rooster (French heritage). He is 
around one year old this spring and was hatched 
in our incubator. Submitted by Patty Billington

5. & 6. Here are photos of our 12-year-old wether, Silver, 
who is the greatest ambassador for the Nubian breed or 
for goats, period. He is our favorite pet, loving, gentle, 
and of course talkative! First photo is Dylan Elizabeth 
Sherman, my granddaughter, and second photo is a 
selfie of Dylan, Silver, and me, Susan Papa. Thanks so 
much for considering these pics! We all love and read 
Goat Journal faithfully! Submitted by Susan Papa

7. Fluffy Cluckers and Spirit Beau. 
Submitted by Karen Dietrich

3
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ways to share:

email photos in jpg format to  
goatjournal@gmail.com

message us on facebook:  
facebook.com/goatjournal

tag us on instagram or  
use #goatjournal:  
instagram.com/goatjournal 

mail your entry to: 
goat journal 
p.o. box 566 
medford, wi 54451

5

4

6

7
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back from the vet : : featuring dr. katie estill dvm

ANTIBIOTIC USE IN GOATS

ANTIBIOTICS HAVE BEEN, and continue to 
be, a hot button item. Their use, especially 
in livestock, is becoming increasingly more 

controversial. As concern for antibiotic resistance rises, 
federal and state regulations are further restricting their 
use. Though many goat owners consider their animals 
pets rather than livestock, they still fall under the same 
regulation. Goat and other livestock owners must be 
proactive to ensure the health of their animals is main-
tained.

Antibiotic resistance in people has been the greatest 
concern leading to the increased regulation of antibiotic 
use in livestock. Bacteria are becoming increasingly re-
sistant to treatment using common antibiotics, making 
infections more difficult to clear. Antibiotics that are 
medically important in human medicine are those be-
ing most regulated at this time. Though use in livestock 
is likely a small contributor to bacterial resistance in 
people, careful use of antibiotics is essential to ensur-
ing that they continue to be effective. This One Health 
approach is important the future of both human and 
animal medicine. 

The FDA specifies 
four different acceptable 
uses for antibiotics in 
livestock. These uses are: 
preventing disease, con-
trolling disease, treating 
disease, and promoting 
growth. In 2017, the FDA 
implemented the Vet-
erinary Feed Directive. 
Under this regulation, 
medically important 
antibiotics administered 
to livestock in feed or 
water require veteri-
nary prescription or directive. It also prohibits the use 
of medically important antibiotics to promote weight 
gain or efficiency. The specified antibiotics must only 
be used only as necessary to treat a diagnosed medical 
condition. This regulation was instituted nationwide 
in the US. Some states, notably California in 2018, have 
also removed any over-the-counter antibiotics such as 

penicillin. They require all antibiotic use in livestock to 
be with veterinary prescription. These regulations have 
all been instituted to ensure that antibiotics are used 
responsibly in livestock.

In those states that still allow over-the-counter use of 
common injectable or oral antibiotics, responsible use 
involves knowledge. Prior to administration of an anti-
biotic, a livestock owner needs to know what condition 
they are treating, what the appropriate antibiotic is to 
treat that condition, and what the appropriate dosage 
is for that medication. If you are an inexperienced 
livestock owner, your veterinarian is the best source 
to help you build a treatment plan for your animals. 
Choosing the right antibiotic ensures both the health of 
your animal and the health of others. 

The two most common over-the-counter injectable 
antibiotics are penicillin G procaine and oxytetra-
cycline. Both of these medications can be used for a 
variety of conditions at different dosages and routes of 
administration. These medications also have withdraw-
al times established, prohibiting consumption of milk 

or meat products from 
animals after the use of 
antibiotics for that time 
period.

Penicillin G procaine 
is perhaps the most 
common over-the-
counter antibiotic. 
Though this medication 
is broad spectrum in 
its bacterial inhibition, 
it is in a class of anti-
biotics that has many 
bacteria resistant to 
their mechanism of 
action. This medication 

is most commonly used to treat clostridial diseases, 
such as tetanus and enterotoxemia. It is also used to 
treat listeriosis. The primary route of administration is 
intramuscularly, with the dosage being 22,000 IU/kg. 
Penicillin comes in a suspension of 300,000 IU/ml. This 
dosage is equivalent to roughly 0.33ml/10lbs of body 
weight. When treating these conditions, penicillin must 

Penicillin G procaine is perhaps the 
most common over-the-counter 

antibiotic. This medication is most 
commonly used to treat clostridial  

diseases, such as tetanus and  
enterotoxemia. It is also used to treat 

listeriosis.
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be given every 12 hours to ensure 
effective concentration within the 
body. In cases of enterotoxemia, 
penicillin may also be given orally. 
Penicillin may also be used to treat 
some bacterial pneumonias, but 
due to widespread resistance, it 
may not be ideal as a first choice. 
After having given penicillin, milk 
must be withheld from use for 
human consumption for 120 hours, 
and slaughter for meat consump-
tion must not occur for 30 days.

Oxytetracycline 
is the other com-
mon over-the-
counter injectable 
antibiotic. This 
antibiotic is also 
broad in spec-
trum of bacterial 
activity, including 
some organisms 
which penicillin 
cannot treat, such 
as mycoplasma. 
There are many 
bacterial that 
are resistant to 
oxytetracycline 
as well, making careful selection 
of appropriate animals important. 
Oxytetracycline treats bacterial 
pneumonia, gangrenous mastitis, 
listeriosis, foot rot, and chlamydio-
sis abortion. The primary route of 
administration is intravenous, but 
it can also be administered subcu-
taneously. The intravenous dosage 
varies depending upon disease 
condition from 5-15mg/kg daily. 
The subcutaneous dosage, used 
most commonly for foot rot, is 

20mg/kg every three days. Oxy-
tetracycline commonly comes in a 
200mg/ml concentration, but more 
concentrated varieties are available 
as well. The milk withdrawal time 
for oxytetracycline is 120 hours, and 
the meat withdrawal is 28 days.

Appropriate estimation of weight 
is important to ensure the correct 
dosage of antibiotic. Underdos-
ing can increase the occurrence of 
bacterial resistance. If weighing by 
scale is not possible, it is better to 

daintily overesti-
mate than under. 
By following 
the appropriate 
formula for anti-
biotic dosing, one 
can ensure that 
the correct dose 
is given to each 
animal. Below is a 
representation of 
how to appropri-
ately calculate the 
dosage of penicil-
lin in a kid. 

As antibiotic re-
striction becomes 

stricter, forethought on the part 
of livestock owners is essential to 
ensure continued availability. Live-
stock owners should make written 
protocols with their veterinarian for 
treatment of commonly occurring 
ailments within their herd, such as 
foot rot and pneumonia. This will 
allow for rapid treatment of animals 
with an appropriate antibiotic at the 
appropriate dosage. In the case of 
new disease presentations, livestock 
owners should seek veterinary care 

SOURCES
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veteri-
nary/development-approval-process/
veterinary-feed-directive-vfd

https://www.avma.org/antimicro-
bial-use-and-antimicrobial-resis-
tance-pet-owner-faq

DR. KATIE ESTILL DVM is a veterinarian consultant for Goat Journal, Countryside & Small Stock Journal, and 
Countryside online. She works with goats and other large livestock at Desert Trails Veterinary Services in 
Winnemucca, Nevada.

to ensure an appropriate disease 
diagnosis prior to instituting treat-
ment. Despite penicillin and oxy-
tetracycline being readily available, 
they are not always the best choice 
for animal health. Hasty use of the 
wrong antibiotic is not just a waste 
of money, but can be contributing to 
antibiotic resistance. Though many 
states have yet to place restrictions 
on over-the-counter antibiotics, 
planning with your herd veterinar-
ian now will ensure that you are 
able to obtain necessary antibiotics 
in the future.  

Despite penicillin 
and oxytetracy-

cline being readily 
available, they are 
not always the best 
choice for animal 

health. Hasty use of 
the wrong antibiotic 
is not just a waste of 
money, but can be 
contributing to anti-

biotic resistance.

Oxytetracycline is 
broad in spectrum of 

bacterial  
activity, including 
some organisms 
which penicillin  

cannot treat, such as  
mycoplasma.
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Do you have a question for Katherine’s Caprine Corner? 
Send it to us at goatjournal@gmail.com.

Katherine Drovdahl, MH CA CEIT DipHIr QTP, answers your questions about deworming,  
trimming goats' feet, and feeding.

KATHERINE DROVDAHL and husband Jerry keep LaManchas, horses, 
alpacas, and gardens on a small piece of Washington State paradise. 
Her certifications, including Master of Herbology, help her guide 
others through human or creature wellness problems. Her wellness 
products, consultations, and signed copies of The Accessible Pet, 
Equine, and Livestock Herbal are available at firmeadowllc.com.

Q: What should I look for when I open a new 
field to my goats?

A: What a wise question that many people forget to 
ask. When I open a new field, I walk the perimeter 
to reinspect the fencing. Sometimes wire edges poke 
out or gates aren’t locked, or something has tried to 
dig in, or a tree or branch may have damaged fenc-
ing. Then I crisscross the field looking for holes that 
may catch legs, for bee/hornet nests or holes (or God 
forbid a snake den), and for anything else that may 
damage a goat, like that 80-year-old deteriorating car. 
I also watch for evidence of predators like scat, hair, 
or scratching, and I watch for vegetation that could 
be toxic. Some parts of the country also have sinking 
sand or very sticky/grabby mud bogs. It’s best to fence 
those areas off from any of your livestock.

Q: Can I turn my goats out onto their new field and walk away?

A: Wouldn’t that be efficient; but probably not. If a field has vegetation they are not currently used to, you don’t 
want them to overdo on their newfound foods and get acidosis (GI acidity imbalance that causes diarrhea) or 
worse yet: enterotoxemia. “Entero,” or overeating disease, happens when flora in the intestines become over-
whelmed by foods they are not used to, die off, and create a systemic (bloodstream) toxicity in the goat, which 
will fatally damage the kidneys if not turned around quickly. To avoid this, be sure to give them their regular 
morning feeding. About an hour later, when they are starting to cud (with full tummies), is the best time to take 
them to a new pasture. Until they gain emotional confidence in the new pasture, you will probably have to take 
them for a walk around it, pausing to let them graze here and there. After about 20 minutes, I call it good and 
take them back to their pen/pasture that they’ve been in. That afternoon, you can repeat if you like. Every day, 
add about 10 minutes, twice a day. Once you are about 10 days in, you should be able to just turn them out after 
their morning feeding, assuming there aren’t toxic plants in the new pasture they would be drawn to.

Q. How can I afford to upgrade my herd to 
higher-quality goats?

A. I love your thinking! The easiest is to sell two to 
four goats and invest all of that money into one of 
higher quality. That will be win-win! You reduce num-
bers, reduce feet to trim each month, and reduce your 
feed bill. You also increase your herd quality immedi-
ately, rather than taking three or four generations of 
breeding, money, and years to breed up to the same 
quality. There is always the risk in breed-ups that kids 
will inherit traits you were hoping to breed out. This is 
another reason I work with goats from programs that 
have been solid for generations. Sell a few goats and 
get two or three nicer ones and watch your progress go 
much quicker. I be sure of your current herd’s disease 
status, as well as the new goats’ status, before bringing 
new, more expensive goats.  

katherine’s caprine corner : : featuring katherine drovdahl
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Q. How expensive is a goat?

A. There are several factors behind the price of a goat. If they have show records on them or their parents (or 
their fiber), milk records, Linear Appraisal records, fiber histograms, rate of gain records, and/or disease negative 
blood work, expect to pay more. Some breeds also cost more than others due to popularity or rarity, and costs 
vary around the country. Just remember that getting a “cheap” goat isn’t necessarily a good idea. Cheap goats 
more often come without records and without disease testing, which may become expensive to maintain in the 
long run if major health issues show up. (One vet call erases a “good deal.”) We always say it’s cheaper to feed a 
well-bred goat with records than one without — because the feed costs the same but the price to sell kids is much 
better, and likely our production will be better (milk, meat, fiber, pack conformation). I don’t usually look at goats 
lower than $400 and I’ve paid over $3000 for one. Some have paid over $10,000 for a high-quality goat with sound 
records. Not to say that good deals can’t be found. But especially if you are newer to goats, well-established 
breeders generally don't make deals with homes with an unknown track record. In my area it costs me about $550 
per year, per dairy goat, for feed and supplements. Well-cared-for goats are going to cost you something.

Q. What can I do about staph on udders?

A. Staphylococcus bacteria are a tenacious of a foe. They are usually picked up from the environment and especial-
ly so if you have a goat that likes to lie down on wet ground. My personal go-to is using herbal salves or essential 
oils. I like myrrh, ginger, and lavender for these. Tea tree and oregano can also be used. If you are using essential 
oils, be sure to dilute them properly; never use them straight or “neat” on the skin! I usually grab my jar of HerBi-
otic™ salve. It’s my favorite by far for skin support in situations like this. I hope you all are enjoying your bounc-
ing kids thoroughly this spring!  
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To Lute or 
Not to Lute

by KAREN KOPF

IN 15 YEARS — and hundreds of goats — we’ve used Lute twice. 
One was an extreme winter and our first kidding with an older doe 

that was showing signs of ketosis and hypocalcemia. With the volume 
of kids she was carrying, she simply could not consume enough food ener-
gy to maintain warmth, the developing kids, and herself. We could per-
form a c-section and try to save the kids, but risk losing the doe, or induce 
labor/abortion to try to save the doe and risk delivering kids before they 
were viable. We pasture-breed, so we only have approximate windows for 
kidding. Doing nothing we would lose them all, so we opted for induc-
tion. We were instructed to let the doe go no more than 36 hours from 
induction, and to assist if labor began and the doe dilated. We pulled three 
kids — 11.1, 10.6, and 7.6 pounds. The doe and one baby survived. It was a 
miraculous outcome under the circumstances.

The second time we used Lute 
was unsuccessful. We had pur-
chased a bred doe. She went into 
labor and did not progress. The 
vet was unavailable for a c-section 
and sent us home with Lute and 
dexamethasone for induction. The 
induction was unsuccessful. We 
lost the doe and all of her kids. Not 
because of the Lute, but because she 
did not dilate.

There are risks to using lute and 
other drugs. We prefer to avoid in-
tervention in our herd unless there 
is a clear, unmistakable risk not to 
intervene.

In all of the forums you’ll see 
reference to “Lute” — and have 
probably wondered and even been 
confused — about how the same 
injection used for abortion is also 
used for conception.

WHAT IS LUTE?
 “Lute” is a shortened term for 

the brand name Lutalyse® for the 
widely used prostaglandin dino-
prost tromethamine.

Lutalyse, or "Lute," 
is not labeled for use 
in goats in the United 
States, and as such, 

must be used  
under advice of a  

veterinarian. It 
should be handled 
with caution as it is 
readily absorbed 

through the skin and 
may cause bronchio-
spasms. Women of 

childbearing age can 
experience miscar-
riage through inad-

vertent contact.

feature : : doe induction
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Healthnet.com defines a pros-
taglandin as, “One of a number 
of hormone-like substances that 
participate in a wide range of body 
functions such as the contraction 
and relaxation of smooth muscle, 
the dilation and constriction of 
blood vessels, control of blood 
pressure, and modulation of inflam-
mation.” Prostaglandins are used 
in treatment of a number of condi-
tions including fertility, glaucoma, 
eyelash growth, and ulcers.

Dinoprost tromethamine is natu-
rally produced in the female uterus 
during estrous — the reproduc-
tive cycle. If conception has not 
occurred, its function is to “lyse” 
— or dissolve — the corpus lute-
um. The corpus luteum is a mass 
of cells that forms in the ovary to 
produce the hormone progesterone, 
which thickens the uterine lining to 
maintain pregnancy. Dissolving the 
corpus luteum affects the uterus, 
signaling the body not to build the 
uterine lining and begin the cycle 
again. It does not directly cause 
ovulation. 

Producers have found that if this 
hormone is administered to a herd, 
they can synchronize estrous for 
more controlled breeding to capital-
ize on limited availability of a buck, 
or schedule a technician for artifi-
cial insemination. Breeders can also 
time and plan kidding windows 
for markets, or breed does out of 
season. Since it forces the doe into 
heat, the eggs released initially may 
not be viable, so the protocol is to 
induce two cycles before breeding.

Corpus luteum defects result in 
fertility issues for a doe. Defects 
can be caused by stress, body mass 
index/nutrition, prolactin levels 
(hormones associated with milk 
production), thyroid disorders, 
including iodine deficiency, a short 
luteal phase, and polycystic ovarian 
syndrome (cysts). A doe is called 
cystic when the corpus luteum 
fails to dissolve and instead forms 
a fluid-filled cyst, which alters the 
secretion of reproductive hormones. 

DINOPROST TROMETHAMINE  
is used in goats to:

• synchronize estrous
• manage corpus luteum defects                                                         

• trigger abortion
• induce labor
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Cysts can result in false pregnancies, pregnancy loss, 
mummified fetuses, and infections. Lute can be effec-
tive in changing phase length and well as addressing 
“cystic” does and has been shown to help some does 
“reset” hormonally and resolve some fertility issues. 

Jolene Brown, Everhart Farm in Casa Grande Ari-
zona recounts her first experience with Lute: These 
were my first goats. I had bought my doe knowing 
she was being bred in September. Figuring she 
was already pregnant, I bought a buck in mid-Octo-
ber and never once saw him get my doe. 

So fast forward to February. She had blown up 
and her breathing was becoming labored. I called 
the vet. I figured she was just taking a few extra 
days and I just wanted confirmation of a due date. 
I had no plans of inducing her but the vet was 
adamant that we induce her for her own safety. 
She did an ultrasound and said the placentomes 
were measuring at over 155 days. At 158-160, to 
be exact. She suggested induction fearing my doe 
would have complications if we waited any longer 
to let these babies get bigger. She told me she 
suspected that there were only two to three ba-
bies. And they were big already. I took her advice 
and I agreed to induce her. At 9:30 am on 2/25, 
she got 10ml of dexamethasone. I was told at 3:30 
pm to give Lutalyse to begin the induction. I did 
just that. Her bag filled completely within eight to 
10 hours and she was so uncomfortable. She was 
crying out for me to come love her and comfort 
her. I sat with her all day to be by her side and she 
just seemed so miserable. I waited and on 2/26 at 
10:30 pm she started pushing. Once the first baby 
came out, I knew something was wrong and the 
due date was wrong. It had to have been my buck 
to get her pregnant in the middle of October. She 
still had three to four weeks left, it seems. I did 
absolutely everything I could to save these babies. 
Heat lamps, nose suctions, dopram under their 
tongues to make them breathe. Everything. It just 
didn’t work. I have a strong suspicion that their 
lungs were not developed at all and they still had a 
couple of weeks to go. 

Being a first-time goat mom, I learned a huge 
lesson. One that has caused heartache and tears. 
I know the vet had the best intentions and she has 
been amazing trying to help me figure out what 
happened. But from now on, I will always let Moth-
er Nature work her magic and I will definitely never 
be inducing ever again.

KAREN KOPF and her husband Dale own Kopf 
Canyon Ranch in Troy, Idaho. They enjoy "goat-
ing" together and helping others goat. They raise 
Kikos primarily, but are experimenting with cross-
es for their new favorite goating experience: pack 
goats! You can learn more about them at Kopf 
Canyon Ranch on Facebook or kikogoats.org

Since Lute does not directly cause ovulation, a gonad-
otropin hormone may also be needed to resolve cysts 
and trigger ovulation.

In some circumstances, such as when a small breed is 
inadvertently bred to a large breed, or a doe is unin-
tentionally bred, or there is a health risk to the doe if 
a pregnancy is carried to term, Lute injections can be 
given to trigger absorption of the embryo or abortion, 
depending on when it is administered.

Lute is can also be used when a doe is not progress-
ing, or is overdue, to induce labor. Knowing when a 
goat is overdue is not a straightforward calculation of 
days from when a doe was bred. A due date with a doe 
is as inexact as it is with a woman. Induction should 
only be done if the doe is at risk, not simply by a calcu-
lated due date. An error in math or observed breeding 
can result in a heartbreaking outcome.

 Lutalyse is not labeled for use in goats in the United 
States, and as such, must be used under advice of a 
veterinarian. It should be handled with caution as it is 
readily absorbed through the skin and may cause bron-
chiospasms. Women of childbearing age can experience 
miscarriage through inadvertent contact.

Not all producers endorse the use of Lute. Craig 
Koopmann Pleasant Grove Dairy Goats Epworth, Iowa 
has raised Registered French Alpines and Registered 
American Saanens in a commercial setting since 1988. 
“I have a unique herd; I use drugs as minimally as 
possible. Regarding Lutalyse, even with breeding 400+ 
does every year, I average about three does a year that 
get a shot of Lutalyse to bring into heat. And I try to let 
every doe kid naturally — I've let does go to day 162 
without inducing them and not having any kidding 
issue.”

Lute is a valuable tool for many goat producers. It can 
save lives, and simplify management for some produc-
ers, but it can also result in unintended consequences 
and death. Is it overused? Craig Koopmann believes so. 
“I think people overuse a lot of drugs in goats. And the 
reason I think they do is because they want to control 
everything. And that just is not possible with any live-
stock.”

As with any intervention, do your research, consult 
your veterinarian, and evaluate the risk.  

When Lute Goes Wrong…
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HUMAN 
PREGNANCY 

RISKS
WHEN RAISING 

GOATS

COUNTRY MUSIC SAYS that farmers do things 
better, so it’s no surprise that includes our family 
planning strategies. When I was pregnant with 

my son, I still cared for my animals in most ways. The 
biggest change in my routine was to allow my part-
ner to do the heavy 
lifting, but I was still 
elbows-deep, pulling 
my own, doing chores, 
wrestling goats, and 
processing chickens. 

At least, that’s how I 
remember it. 

I’m told that in reality, 
I waddled around like a 
duck, ill-tempered and 
bossy, complaining and 
eating tacos. Sounds 
fake but my memories 
are fuzzy. 

One thing that really stands out, however, is an en-
counter I had with my beloved ex herd sire, Jake. Jake 

was a big boy. He was tall and strong; his head came 
up to my chest. I’ve never been afraid of Jake, but we 
respected each other and I was sweet on him. I was 
about seven months pregnant and already huge. Jake 
was not being aggressive, but one evening he placed 

his head on my pubic 
bone, under my baby 
belly, and pushed me 
ever so gently. 

At the moment I 
wasn’t scared. I put my 
hands on his horns and 
stepped away from him, 
and he went back to 
getting scratches. I think 
he was trying to get my 
attention, but after it 
happened, I felt a small 
twinge of discomfort 
and uncertainty. 

Jake didn’t hurt me or my unborn, but he easily 
could have. He was an incredibly powerful goat and 

by Lacey Hughett, 
Registered Nurse

Jake was not being aggressive, 
but one evening he placed his 

head on my pubic bone, under my 
baby belly, and pushed me ever 

so gently.

feature : : pregnancy risks
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when he reared up, he was a solid six feet tall. After 
that experience, I paid special attention to his body 
language and gave us both a little extra space. 

Since I’d been around goats and animals for years, 
it didn’t click that I could be in any danger. I’ve been 
the target of kicks, stomping feet, and accidental horn 
pokes, but that’s just a part of farming. At no point 
would I consider that a reason to stop, and despite 
those things happening it took Jake pushing me to 
make me reconsider my safety during pregnancy. 

Back then, I considered a head butting to be my high-
est risk so I enjoyed and participated — I think — in a 
full and lively kidding season before birthing my own 
kid. At no point did it occur to me to be vigilant of the 
other, fairly obvious to my non-pregnant mind, risk of 
zoonotic diseases. 

Zoonotic diseases are infections that can be passed 
on from an animal to a human. And while the woman 
is pregnant, she has more to lose should she get sick. 
While people getting ill by contracting a disease from 
their animals is never good and often frightening, preg-
nant women could see an increased risk to their unborn 
child. 

Contracting a zoonotic disease is considered rare, but 
the risk is still present. Infections that may be passed to 
pregnant women include those such as Q fever, chla-
mydiosis, toxoplasmosis, listeriosis, and several more. 
These diseases often cause miscarriage in animals, are 
referred to “abortive zoonotic diseases” in humans, and 
pose the highest risk to pregnant women. 

If an infection from a zoonotic disease occurs, it may 
result in birth defects, miscarriage, stillbirth, or even 
problems after the baby is born such as sepsis. Abortive 
zoonotic diseases are incredibly rare in women, howev-
er. If pregnant, seek professional medical care when-
ever showing flu-like symptoms, a high temperature, 
stomach problems, or dizziness, and if concerned about 
a zoonotic disease, mention that at your visit. 

Despite the low risk, there are measures that moms-
to-be can take that will virtually eliminate the possi-
bility of contracting one of these diseases. Pregnant 
women should avoid helping deliver kids or coming 
into contact with aborted kids, newborn kids, after-
birth, birthing fluids, or contaminated equipment. 
Additionally, women shouldn’t milk goats during their 
pregnancy. 

I spoke to a veterinarian in Michigan who preferred 
to remain anonymous, who said: “I tell pregnant wom-
en to stay away from pregnant and kidding/lambing 
sheep and goats, and definitely avoid raw milk.” It is 
key to have non-pregnant family members, friends, 
or workers temporarily assume care of the goat herd. 
Equipment should be thoroughly sanitized and clothes 
should be washed separately in their own load. 

Another potential hazard for pregnant women is 

livestock medications. I asked my contact for further 
information. “Abortive zoonotic diseases and con-
sumption of unpasteurized milk are probably more 
important than most drugs,” she said. “I can only think 
of a couple of prostaglandin type drugs I would avoid 
handling while pregnant, but tons of abortive diseas-
es.”

Prostaglandins are hormone drugs used fairly infre-
quently in livestock, but are used in Luting. Luting in 
goats refers to giving the animal certain drugs to cause 
it to abort her kid for a number of different reasons. 
Accidental needle sticks with this type of drug have the 
potential to cause problems in a pregnant woman.  

If contact with medication or pregnant animal fluids 
happens, wash the area thoroughly with soap and wa-
ter. Only drink pasteurized milk. Remember, the risk 
is low and this information is not meant to scare goat 
owners, it is only to help them remain informed and 
make educated decisions. 

Since the risk is so small, most owners choose to 
forgo the warnings and care for their goats anyway. 
It’s because we love what we do. Toxoplasmosis can be 
transmitted to pregnant women through cat feces, yet 
pregnant women don't often insist on cleaning the litter 
box. Goats are different and they’re our family in many 
cases. 

I cared for my goats when I was pregnant, albeit I 
didn’t know the risks. If given the chance to do it again, 
I’d still feed them and give them love, but I’m such a 
worrywart that I would exile myself from the kidding 
pens while asking (demanding) that my adoring family 
film the event so I could watch it later and cry. I’m a 
hot mess when I’m pregnant. 

Safety is a key feature in farming and family plan-
ning. The risk of contracting an abortive zoonotic dis-
ease is low, but it is there. Use this information to plan 
accordingly and keep yourself and your future tiny 
loved ones healthy. 

And as always, if you’re expecting, congratulations!  

I tell pregnant wom-
en to stay away from 

pregnant and kidding/
lambing sheep and 
goats, and definitely 

avoid raw milk.
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ADGA National Show

Arriving at ADGA National Show with healthy 
animals at their qualifying age and in optimal 
condition is an art. You’ve taken a road trip 

with a pet? Imagine rest stops and overnights with a 
trailer full of goats.

The first Saturday morning of the show begins at 
first light, with a long line of trucks and trailers wait-
ing for vet check, registration, and pen assignments. 
The barns become a bustling chorus of soothing bleats, 
which grow to a 2,000-voice crescendo. Meanwhile, 
owners arrange adjoining pens with cots and acclimate 
to showring announcements emanating from cob-
web-covered speakers.

Youth are the first to break from milking, carrying 
water, moving feed, and cleaning pens to compete in 
management knowledge, team goat grooming, and 
showmanship. A few minutes of observing agricultural 
youth goes a long way toward restoring one’s faith in 
America’s future.

Story and Photographs by DAVID ABBOTT

The junior show classes each evening are precursors 
to a display of some of the finest mature dairy goats 
available in their breed the following morning. While 
there is a certain amount of prestige to receiving an 
award at the end of the week, everyone experiences 
matriculation into a community of top breeders and a 
motivational boost like no other to continue improving.

Under the same roof as the side-by-side show rings 
are suppliers ready to match nutrition, management, 
and breeding needs with solutions. Brands become 
names and faces — people who can be called on in 
the future with a personal connection. Arts and craft 
vendors also provide an opportunity to pick up unique 
goat farm art, body products, and apparel.

Recalling the joy of the final day’s Wine and Cheese 
Reception, Colorama Sale dairy goat auction, and celebra-
tion of achievement is enough to propel most dairy goat 
breeders through another year of early mornings, all-night 
kidding, and the inevitable losses to do it all again.  

photo essay : : adga show
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For information on this year’s 
show and future shows, see: 

www.adga.org
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photo essay : : adga show
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The ADGA National Show showcases 
the achievements of dairy goat owners 

and breeders for the hard work they 
are doing to produce high quality dairy 

goats. The show is a week-long event held 
annually in late June to mid-July. The 

location changes from year to year and is 
determined two to three years in advance 

based on bids received by the ADGA 
National Show Long-Range committee.

Winning animals and their owners 
receive awards and recognition at 
the event and in many agricultural 
publications. More importantly, the 
owners receive prestige in the dairy 
goat community and can often get 

better prices for their breeding stock.

www.adga.org

To participate in this year’s national 
shows, or one of 1,200 ADGA-

sanctioned shows held yearly across 
the nation, contact and join the 

American Dairy Goat Association.
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goat owners : : goat names

by LORENA WASHBURN
Mitten Acres Nigerian Dwarf Goats

www.MittenAcres.com

LET’S TALK 

BABY GOAT 
NAMES!

How do you pick a herd name and your baby goat’s name? 
We waited just before our Nigerian Dwarf babies were born 

before we began thinking about our baby goat names. Up until 
kidding, we had not given much thought to our herd name or goat names. 

Choosing a registered herd name and choosing baby goat names for 
registration is a very important decision. Herd names and goat names are 
recorded and appear in pedigrees for years — they become part of history.

We began the journey by learning what was required for registering our 
Nigerian Dwarf goat names with the American Dairy Goat Association 
(ADGA). 

THE ADGA’S REQUIREMENTS FOR 
REGISTRATION ARE:   

• The baby goat’s name must be 
confined to 30 letters and spaces 
and must begin with the breeder’s 
herd name, if any. Once registered, 
a goat’s name cannot be changed.

• If another goat is already regis-
tered with the same name, ADGA 
will use your second choice. If that 
name is taken and you checked the 
“return” box, ADGA will return 
the application to you for further 
choices. If the “return” box is not 
marked, the office will choose a 
similar name that is available to 
name the baby goat for you.

• Most ADGA breeders register 
a herd name. Once registered, the 
herd name is used as the first part 
of the animal’s name, when you 
stand as the breeder. You may apply 
for a herd name (you must be an 
ADGA member) online.

• In figuring the total letters 
and spaces used, keep in mind 
that if the breeder does not have 
a registered herd name, the goat’s 
name will be prefixed by the word 
“THE.”

Our herd name would become 
part of every one of our goat’s 
names — both male goat names and 
the female goat names. Choosing a 
herd name was an important part of 
the equation.

We took out a pad of paper and 
began jotting down names as they 
popped into our head. We came 
up with names like Knotty Pines, 
Cedar Ridge, and Valley View 
Farm. The names we were coming 
up with for our farm did not have 
any real meaning for us. Like most 
people, we wanted our herd name 
to be special.

We asked family and friends for 
suggestions. We used a goat name 
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generator. We looked at other farm names on Facebook and in goat forums 
for inspiration. We were looking for an original herd name that was a little 
whimsical, meaningful and brought an image to mind like Buttin’ Heads, 
Piddlin’ Acres, Old Mountain Farm, NC Promisedland, and Dragonfly.   

We began to take a more focused approach. We made a list about our 
farm, our location, plants and trees we had on the property and things 
that our area and state offered. Meaningful things. Once we became more 
focused and detailed, the names we came up with had more meaning and 
names began to click.

We had a little over 10 acres so we thought Mi-Ten Acre Farm would be 
cute but the hyphen was bothersome for a domain name and website. We 
removed the hyphen — Miten Acres. The misspelling was unacceptable. 
We spelled mitten correctly and voilà, we had our farm and herd name — 
Mitten Acres. That name felt right, meant something and we thought it 
was a little whimsical — exactly what we were looking for!       

As a bonus, our farm is in Michigan, known as the Mitten State, so the 
name has another meaning. The name was easy to remember, consisted of 
only 13 letters and spaces, was easy to spell, and the name was available as 
a domain name for our website to boot! 

Once we had our herd name, we began to focus on the individual baby 
goat names. We began by looking at other goat names listed on registration 
pedigrees online.  

Talk about everything but the kitchen sink being listed as a goat’s name! 
We found goat names that were named after office supplies (Buttin’ Heads 
GCH Paperclip), candy bars (Udderly Funny Snickers), famous musicians 
(Stonewall’s Orbison) and even drinks (Old Mountain Farm Hot Tea), to 
name a few. Goat names are made up from just about anything you can 
imagine. We just needed to find our special niche for our baby goat names.

While we were looking at individual registered goat names, some goat names 
we thought were clever, some had hilarious goat names and a few names 
weren’t very nice. Naming a goat “Nasty” is not a nice name. Given names 
not only reflect on the goat that is named that name, that name is carried on 
every pedigree that carries that particular goat’s bloodline. Honor, respect, and 
thoughtfulness should be given the animal for their registered name.  

Like most people, we wanted unique names for each of our darling baby 
goats. We made a list of things that we thought paired well with our herd 
name. Since our herd name referenced Michigan, we started by looking at 
all things Michigan — wildflowers, weeds, trees, lake names, and finally 
cities and towns in Michigan. 

We found that the state of Michigan has 276 cities, 257 villages, and 1,240 
townships so we were fairly confident we would not run out of choices for 
goat names!

Building from our lists helped us to focus and begin with meaningful things 
to help build a special herd name and develop a special list for baby goat names.  

In the spring of 2018, we were blessed with our firstborn — a Nigerian 

Dwarf buck we named Mitten Acres 
SL Augusta. Gus is his barn name.

The “SL” in Augusta’s name 
reflects his sire and grand sire on 
the sire’s side of his pedigree. Au-
gusta’s sire, Bramblestone SL Gold 
Dust and his grand sire, Old Moun-
tain Farm Spring Loaded. While 
looking at registrations online, we 
noticed the initials of the sires and 
grand sire proceeded the goat’s 
name. The initials help keep track 
for breeding purposes.  

Half the battle of choosing a herd 
name is finding inspiration and 
making a list of those things. Once 
you have a herd name, you can 
really have a lot of fun with your 
baby goat’s names whether they’re 
named after characters in a book, 
wildflowers, or cartoon characters 
the sky’s the limit!

When we began our fabulous 
journey into raising these won-
derful, sweet little creatures called 
Nigerian Dwarf goats, we had no 
idea what kind of journey we’d take 
to name a goat!  



30 GOAT JOURNAL  |  may/june 2020

GOAT MILK AND LIFE

WHEN CHANA’S SON 
was very young, he was 
allergic to dairy. He could 

not have anything made with cow 
milk in any form, and soy milk 
wasn’t cutting it for him. This was 
before all the plant-based alterna-
tive milks became commonplace, 
so options were limited. This story 
begins when Chaim was five years 
old. A friend of Chana’s had dairy 
goats. Out of curiosity and attempt-
ing to find a type of milk that her 
son could drink, she requested a 
small amount of goat milk from the 
friend for Chaim to try. This trial 
was a success, but Chana did not 
live near enough to this friend to 
get a consistent supply of goat milk. 
She did not live in a very rural area, 
and goats were not that popular 25 
years ago. However, she banded 
with a few neighbors and together 
they bought a single dairy goat to 
share between them.

Since that fateful day 25 years 
ago, Chana has moved to a more 

Jewish Traditions 
Healing Skin 

Ailments

rural area and added more goats. 
While her town is quite small, it at-
tracts a lot of tourists in the warmer 
months of the year. Quite a few of 
these tourists make their way to her 
little farm. Many of these visitors 
come for one particular reason: 
treatment for a skin ailment. This 
treatment doesn’t come in the form 

of lotions or ointments; it comes 
from the goat milk itself.

Quite a while ago, although not so 
far back to when Chana bought her 
first goat, her friend’s mother was 
visiting. This mother was from Iran 
but had immigrated to Israel where 
she stayed to raise her family. Her 
daughter, raised in Israel, married 

goat owners : : jewish traditions

by REBECCA SANDERSON
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an American man and moved to the 
United States where she met Chana 
and they became friends. The moth-
er had a skin condition on her hand. 
Chana doesn’t know exactly what 
it was, but the skin was red, scaly, 
and itchy. Knowing that Chana had 
dairy goats, the mother asked for 
Chana to milk a goat, squirting the 
milk directly from the teat onto her 
hand 18 times. This is an ancient 
Jewish remedy for skin ailments 
and is referenced in ancient texts. 
As a little girl, this mother had wit-
nessed this as a healing remedy in 
Iran. Slightly dubious, but knowing 
how nutritious and beneficial goat 
milk can be, Chana did as she was 
asked. One hour after squirting 
milk onto the mother’s hand, the in-
flamed skin was less red and visibly 
better. She did this application of 
18 squirts of milk twice more. On 
the last time, Chana had to actively 
search on the mother’s hand to find 
a spot that was inflamed because it 
had gone down so much. After the 
third application of fresh goat milk, 
the inflammation and itchiness 
were completely gone.

After this amazingly quick skin 
healing, Chana decided to try this 
remedy on other skin ailments and 
has had quite a bit of success over 
the years. One day she had conjunc-
tivitis (pink eye) and didn’t want to 
go to the doctor. It must have taken 
a bit of fancy maneuvering, but she 
managed to squirt herself in the eye 
18 times. “It stung the first couple 
of squirts,” she says. With several 
applications each day, the pink 
eye was completely healed within 
two days. That’s faster than the 
medication from the doctor. When 
Chana’s grandson was only a year 
old, he had horrible thrush in his 
mouth. The sores would keep him 
up crying all night, and no one was 
getting any sleep. Chana gave him 
the 18 squirts of goat milk straight 
in his mouth, and he slept through 
the whole night. By the next morn-
ing, the sores were completely 
healed. Chana has helped many 
people whose babies were suffering 
from thrush. She says, “When they 
were freaked out by the animal and 
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screaming, it gave me a better tar-
get.” These babies often feel relief 
so quickly that they are willingly 
taking a bottle during the car ride 
home.

One friend of Chana’s wasn’t so 
certain of getting milk shot straight 
into her mouth. She requested the 
milk to be put in a cup which she 
would immediately drink. She did 
this several times, but the sores in 
her mouth did not improve. It was 
only when the milk was squirted 
directly from the teat onto the sores 
that they began to heal. Chana has 
also experimented with trying a 
fewer number of times squirting 
the milk, and it never gave quite 
as good of results as the perfect 
number 18 did. Chana believes that 
there must be enzymes or antibod-
ies present in the milk that begin to 
dissipate as soon as it hits the air. 
Even the short amount of time that 
it takes to milk into a cup and drink 
it seems to be enough for whatever 
extra benefits present to die off. The 
milk must be directed right from 
the teat with no elapsed time or 
contact with holding vessels along 
the way. However, not every skin 
condition responded as well to Cha-
na’s treatment. She says that cold 
sores and eczema respond better to 
pure cream.

In Jewish culture, the number 18 
is very significant. This is because, 
in written Hebrew, the same sym-
bols are used for letters and num-
bers. This means that words also 
have a numerical value. In Hebrew, 
the word for life is “chai.” This is 
not pronounced like the Indian 
tea. It begins with the Germanic or 
Semitic “kh” sound and rhymes 
with “high.” When you add up 
the value of the letters that make 
up the word “chai,” they add up 
to 18. Therefore, the number 18 is 
often used to allude to life. Chana 
shares, “It is common to give and 
receive gifts in multiples of $18 
or ‘chai,’ which in part signifies a 
good omen for life. In fact, there is 
a longstanding Jewish tradition of 
gifting, contributing or donating in 
increments of $18 to individuals, or 
even to organizations. Often, these 

goat owners : : jewish traditions

Cellulitis

Cellulitis two days  
into treatment

Cellulitis four hours 
post-treatment

This Jewish remedy for skin ailments is 
referenced in ancient texts. The mother 
witnessed this healing remedy in Iran.  

gifting rituals take place in connec-
tion with a celebration, honoring 
and/or remembrance of loved ones. 
This custom is especially common 
during all life-cycle events, includ-
ing rites of passage: birth, bar or 
bat mitzvahs, and weddings as well 
as expressing condolences. The act 
of giving, gifting, or donating $18 
or a multiple thereof is commonly 
referred to as “giving chai.” This 

nomenclature extends to multiples, 
as the number 36 is commonly re-
ferred to as “double chai.” Symbol-
ically, these gestures are representa-
tive of giving a gift of life. Another 
place in Jewish culture where the 
number 18 holds significance is at 
the initiation of the Sabbath day. 
Their Shabbos begins as they light 
candles 18 minutes before sunset on 
Friday evening.
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Whether squirting a skin ailment 18 
times with goat milk is giving “life” 
or just imparting some great enzymes 
or antibodies, it seems to work. It 
doesn’t work wonders on everything, 
but it does work well for a number 
of ailments. Thrush was always the 
ailment that responded the quickest, 
and Chana is still helping many peo-
ple to this day with her goats. Will 
you try squirting fresh goat milk on 
your skin problems? 

REBECCA SANDERSON grew 
up in a very small town in 
Idaho with a backyard full of 
chickens, goats, sometimes 
sheep and ducks, and other 
random animals in addition to 
the cats and dogs. She is now 
married with two little girls and 
loves the homesteading life! 
Her husband is very support-
ive (tolerant) of her continued 
experiments in making many 
items from scratch and he 
even helps sometimes. 
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goat care 101 : : alpenthal's goats

NESTLED IN A SMALL valley in the Black Hills 
of Wyoming, you will find Alpenthal’s Goats. 
No, it’s not a new breed; it’s Swiss for “alpine 

valley.” Tanja Miller mar-
ried onto the large cattle 
ranch, having grown up in 
Switzerland. She brought 
some Swiss heritage and 
tradition to share in the 
original log house built in 
the 1880s. Her children are 
now the sixth generation 
on the farm.

Throughout the years 
and especially with the lo-
cation, Tanja made a motto 
of, “If you can’t find what 
you’re looking for, create 
it yourself.” She lives near 
the tiny town of Sundance, 
Wyoming, and there isn’t 
much else for quite a distance around. When faced 
with limited opportunities, she creates a solution rather 

than moping about the difficulties of country life. 
While living on a cattle ranch suited Tanja, she 

missed aspects of Switzerland. One way that she could 
bring a little more of 
her homeland was with 
Alpine goats. While 
having goats was remi-
niscent of Switzerland, 
they had a main pur-
pose of providing milk 
for bum calves. They 
thrived on the goat 
milk. 

Tanja’s first Alpine 
goats weren’t regis-
tered, and she had 
difficulty selling the 
kids. Not many buyers 
want to drive for five 
hours for a kid that isn’t 
registered. However, 

both her buck and her main doe came from registered 
parents. While registration entailed paperwork, back-

Tanja Miller married onto the large 
cattle ranch, having grown up in 
Switzerland. She brought some 

Swiss heritage and tradition to share 
in the original log house built in the 

1880s. Her children are now the sixth 
generation on the farm.

ALPENTHAL’S DAIRY GOATS
WHERE YOU MAY FIND "CALICO DREAMS"

by REBECCA SANDERSON
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tracking, and time, it paid off. Now 
with a registered herd, Tanja moved 
forward.

One day, Tanja’s daughter Echo 
was with a friend when that friend 
suggested showing the Alpine 
goats at the national show. What 
an adventure that started! Tanja’s 
family found the show culture to 
be very family-friendly. With the 
wide ranges in age and showman-
ship levels, there were many people 
willing to mentor and help out 
those who were new to showing. 
The only real downside was the 
amount of time that it took to travel 
to the shows. Only two existed in 
Wyoming, in Douglas and Chey-
enne. Hours away. Well, if you can’t 
find what you’re looking for, make 
it yourself. Tanja and her co-chair-
man, Frances Loehr, created the 
Black Hills Dairy Goat Association 
with its own show. They show 
at her local county fairgrounds, 
and last year included more than 
240 goats. Their show happens in 
September and includes a costume 
show, showmanship, and even a 
Billy Show done in an open arena. 
The first year they attempted the 
Billy Show in a regular enclosed 
arena, but even with fans going full 
blast everyone’s eyes were still wa-
tering from all the bucks in rut. Ev-
ery year the shows are run on very 
strict clockwork: strict enough even 
for Tanja’s “Swiss clock.” Tanja is 
so grateful for the support of the 
county people in making the goat 
show happen each year. Sundance 
welcomes the influx of people with 
open arms and many business 
owners are proud to help sponsor 
the show. That’s not to say that all 
of the sponsor slots are filled; Tanja 
is welcome to more.

In addition to putting on a dairy 
goat show every year, Tanja was 
also pulled into becoming the goat 
superintendent at her own coun-
ty fair. Before she came into the 
picture with her goats and knowl-
edge, the goat superintendent was 
also the sheep superintendent and 
didn’t know much about goats. The 

Wapakoneta, Ohio 45895

800 7 76 7042 
coburn.com

Milk Bar
Kid Feeders

· Feeder designs for every farm
· Nipples maximize salvation,
  discouraging gulping

265-3110 Milk Bar 10 Feeder
shown with 10 kids feeding 

at one time.
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kids who were showing didn’t have a lot of support be-
cause even their parents felt a bit clueless. Although the 
fair consisted of primarily meat goats rather than dairy, 
Tanja was able to organize and educate the people. She 
created workshops to help teach the kids how to show 
a goat, how to prepare for a show, even how to dress 
for a show. Tanja is known locally as the “goat lady.” 
Even her vet sometimes asks her for advice.

Since Wyoming won't be included in ADGA Plus 
linear appraisal this year, Tanja's club will be holding 
an appraisal at Dawnwind Dairy Goats, 1.5 miles from 
their herd, in August.

Almost everything that Tanja does is because of 
the demand. As she brought raw milk and goat milk 
products to the farmer’s market, she was asked if she 
ever made goat milk soap. Well, she tried her hand at 
it, and people loved the product. They began asking 
about other body products such as goat milk lotion, 
lip balm, healing balm, shower steamers, and so forth. 
Well, if you can’t find what you’re looking for … Tanja 
and Echo now own a body product company named 
Calico Dreams, and you can find it on Facebook. They 
used to include body products under Alpenthal’s Goats 
brand but found that people had difficulty spelling and 
remembering the name. Thus, the change. 

Bringing Alpine goats to the farm caused a cascade 
of events that truly benefitted many people. You would 
think that Alpenthal’s Goats would be a rather large 
endeavor by now, but it actually isn’t. Currently, there 

The only real downside was 
the amount of time that it took 

to travel to the shows. Only 
two existed in Wyoming, in 

Douglas and Cheyenne. Hours 
away. Well, if you can’t find 

what you’re looking for, make 
it yourself. Tanja created the 

Black Hills Dairy Goat Associa-
tion with its own show.

goat care 101 : : alpenthal's goats
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RESOURCES
www.alpenthalsdairygoats.net

www.facebook.com/alpenthal
www.facebook.com/calicodreamswy

are eight does in milk, two dry 
yearlings, and two bucks. Tanja is 
very picky on doelings, only keep-
ing a couple each year. She breeds 
for disposition, a good udder, and 
bigger bones with a more tradition-
al look. Tanja’s goats are hardy. If 
they can survive where tempera-
tures range from –20 degrees F to 
as high as 100 degrees F, you know 
they can handle a lot. The isolation 
of Wyoming has led to a limited 
breeding pool, and Tanja may have 
to begin branching out. Yet, she 
doesn’t want her operation to get 
much bigger. She has enough milk 
for her needs, products, and even 
some extra to give to the feeder 
pigs. If she were to expand much 
more, she may have to either hire 
help or give something up, and she 
isn’t interested in that. 

Echo, now 17 years old, has 
become Tanja's partner in Calico 
Dreams as well as making major 
decisions regarding breeding, man-
agement, and purchasing goats. 
She delivers products to the indoor 
market before going to school.

Tanja sure started a movement in 
little Sundance, Wyoming when she 
brought in her Alpine goats seven 
years ago. She loves spending time 
with her teenage daughter at the 
shows, while her younger son and 
husband are pitching in and taking 
care of the goats at home and all the 
extra chores left behind. With her 
family and goats, Tanja has a piece 
of paradise in her little valley. 

PT Savanna Ranch
anncrouch2@gmail.com

www.ptsavannaranch.com
615-394-3944
Cedar Hill, TN

Bob & Ann 
Crouch

Our mission is to raise 
top quality, historic bloodline, 

100% full blood South African Savannas.  
DNA Parentage verified on all offspring.   
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goat owners : : goat farm

by KATE JOHNSON

TRAINING ON THE 
GOAT MILKING STAND

It's Never Too Early to Start Milk Stand Training

GOATS DON’T COME out of the chute knowing 
how to get up onto a milking stand, let alone 
how to stand still on one while you’re milking 

those sensitive goat teats! No, training on the stand 
should start from the very early months if you want to 
avoid having a goat rodeo when your doe is in milk for 
the first time. Imagine trying to wrangle a 150-pound 
hormonal monster onto the stand when you’re ready 
to milk that first freshener. Take it from me, been there 
and done that and it wasn’t pretty.

I raise dairy goats and so it’s obvious that eventually 
my goats are going to have to know how to jump up 
onto a milking stand. But even if you raise meat goats, 
fiber goats, or any other kind of backyard goats, train-
ing them on the stanchion will make your life easier 
when it’s time to vaccinate, trim feet, or handle them 
for any other reason. And milk stand training isn’t the 
only thing you’re going to want to be thinking about. 
Just teaching a goat to lead where you want it to go 
can be incredibly useful but isn’t something they know 
how to do until you teach them how to do it. If you 

show goats, milk goats, or just want to easily get your 
goats from point A to point B, training should start 
young and handling should be done regularly if you 
want to have a happy and healthy relationship with 
your caprine companions.

Before you begin milking stand training, it is nec-
essary to teach your goat how to lead well so that 
you can get her to the milk stand in the first place. Of 
course, doing any kind of training requires that you can 
actually catch the goat, which can be tricky with babies 
that are exclusively dam-raised if you don’t spend a 
good deal of time interacting with and handling them 
when they are young. I’ve had a few dam-raised kids 
that were so hard to catch I decided to wean them early 
from their dams and bottle feed them for a few weeks 
just so that I could begin to work with them more 
easily. They don’t always make this transition happily 
so you may have to get them good and hungry before 
they’ll take a bottle from you, but in the long run it’s 
worth the time invested if you have a particularly wild 
or shy dam-raised kid.

goat owners : : milking stands
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Teaching your goat to lead:
By the time my babies are two to 

three months old, I like to begin 
their training by first teaching them 
how to lead. Initially, I find this eas-
ier to do with a dog collar and leash 
so that I don’t have to kill my back 
leaning over and crouching. Here 
are the steps I find useful in training 
my baby goats to lead:
 
1. Fit a regular dog collar around 
the baby’s neck so that it’s not too 
tight but not so loose that she can 
pull out of it. Attach a leash to the 
collar.

2. At first, the baby will likely not 
know how to respond to the tug 
around her neck and will often go 
backward trying to get out of it. Just 
go backward with her to start.
 
3. Once baby gets used to the feel 
of the collar around her neck, you 
can start gradually introducing her 
to the concept of moving off the 
pressure. Start with small tugs and 
releases. Give a little tug and then a 
little release of the pressure so she 
eventually learns that if she moves 
with the tug, the pressure around 
her neck goes away. Short tugs are 
more effective than continuous 
pulls.
 
4. Continue to walk and try to bring 
baby along with you. At first, you’ll 
be doing a lot of tugging and re-
leasing, but eventually she’ll figure 
out that you want her to come with 
you. As she gets better at respond-
ing to the tugs, you can expect more 
from her, including having her stay 
by your side. But that will take a 
few sessions.
 
5. Take periodic breaks from tug-
ging/releasing to just have baby 
stand still. You might hold her in 
place with your hands on her body 
instead of with the collar to give her 
neck and throat a break. Give her 
lots of pets and praise so that she 
starts to get positive reinforcement 
for spending time with you.

standleeforage.com

Grown for the   
Life We Love™

High in density, low in 
sugar and a good source 
of protein, calories and 
digestible fiber to keep 
your goats healthy. 
Standlee Premium 
Organic Alfalfa Pellets 
|are grown for the life  
you love. 

Proud sponsor of:
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6. Limit your initial training sessions to five to 10 
minutes at a time so she doesn’t grow to hate them. It’s 
better to do two or three short sessions in a day than 
one long one. Practice a little bit every day or at least 
several times a week.
 
7. Once the collar and leash are working well, you can 
switch to other types of leading options. For really unruly 
or stubborn goats, a chain collar gives you more control. 
You’ll keep the collar tight up under the goat’s throat 
to retain control — once it gets down around her chest, 
even a small goat can out power you! You just want to be 
sure the chain’s not so tight that you can’t get your hand 
under it, but not so loose that it can slip over her head. 
(see picture) Don’t use the chain like a choke collar. You’ll 
attach a carabiner or other fastener to the two ring ends. 
 
A final word about collars: 

It’s very useful to keep a collar on your goats to make 
it easier to catch them and lead them where you want 
them to go, but you may want to consider a breakaway 
collar to lessen the chances of your goat getting stuck on 
a fence or hung up somewhere. I like the plastic chain 
goat collars myself, but I know many goat owners who 
keep regular web-type collars on their goats, too.
 

KATE JOHNSON runs a 
cheesemaking school 
at theartofcheese.com, 
raises dairy goats at 
briargatefarm.com, and is 
an active volunteer with 
the Boulder County 4-H 
program. She’s also a 
member of the Colorado 
Dairy Goat Association.

Training on the milk stand:
Once your goat is leading fairly well, it’s time to start 

milking stand training. I find it easiest to teach them 
that the milk stand is a place to get grain and then ev-
erything is easy from there! Here are the steps I take to 
teach my goats to happily jump up on the milk stand:
 
1. Put a little grain in the tub attached to the front of 
the stand and just lift the baby goat onto the stand and 
up to the feed tub the first few times. Let her eat a little 
grain while you pet her and praise her. Do this several 
times before you move to step 2.

2. Hold baby at the end of the stand and show her the 
scoop of grain up on the stand. Make it so she can just 
reach it with her nose, and maybe give her a taste to 
entice her. Encourage her to jump up onto the stand* 
to get the grain and then quickly move the grain a little 
further out of reach until she gets up to the tub and 
puts her head through the stanchion.

3. Once she’s standing nicely and munching her grain, 
rub her all over and tell her what a good girl she is. You 
may have to tie her in the stand if you want her to stay 
there, as initially her neck and head may be too small 
to stay put with the stanchion closed.

4. Have baby get up on the goat milking stand and 
munch some grain every few days until she gets the 
hang of it. She should start to look forward to it and 
will eventually run up onto the stand at any chance 
she gets. At this point, you can start doing things like 
giving her vaccinations, trimming her feet, etc.
 
* If the baby is particularly small and the stand is high, 
you may need a ramp, but I don’t use one and find 
that all my goats, big and small, are happy to jump up 
onto just about anything if they know grain is awaiting 
them!  
 
A precaution about using grain in your  
training sessions:

While using grain or treats as a motivator to get your 
baby onto a goat milking stand and to keep her busy 
once she’s up there is an effective strategy, you must be 
careful not to overfeed her. If she’s not used to having 
grain or treats, just give her a little bit at a time. Grain 
overload can lead to diarrhea, bloat, or other problems, 
so use sparingly.  

 Start working with your goats while they’re young 
and follow these simple strategies to maximize both 
your enjoyment and your goat’s cooperation! 
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Dairy Herd 
Improvement

by THERESA MILLER

 Navigating the Acronym Soup 
to Better Herd Management

If you have dairy goats, you’ve probably heard of 
DHI, DHIA, and DHIR, in association with USDA, 
ADGA, and AGS. A quick online search shows that 

most of the DHI program focuses on cattle. Addition-
ally, DHIA and DHIR both have multiple meanings. 
Throw several more acronyms in the mix and process 
looks complicated, confusing, and possibly expensive. 
Is it really worth it? 

To make sense of this acronym soup, I called Aman-
da Weber of Quaking Canopy Farm in Reno, Nevada. 
A certified DHI tester for 11 years, Amanda started her 
own herd on the program three years ago. She now 
has 50 does on milk test. Each monthly test requires an 
independent tester, someone who isn’t invested in your 
herd. Amanda runs a small, unofficial group of dairy 
goat owners in Nevada who test each other’s herds for 
the program, so they all have access to official testers. 

7 Steps To DHI Success
1. If you belong to ADGA or AGA, contact them for 

a new herd application packet or download the forms 
from their website. If not, either join or skip to the next 
step.

2. Research DHIA’s and test options in your area. 
ADGA provides a comprehensive list on their website. 
Look for membership requirements, and if they work 
exclusively with one lab and processing center or let 
you have a choice.

3. Contact your chosen DHIA. Join, fill out member 
agreement, and pay membership fees if required. Re-
ceive your herd code.

4. If your DHIA does not require or prefer a specific 
lab and/or processing center, research and select your 
own. Find out what requirements they have.

ACRONYMS

DHI — Dairy Herd Improvement 
Dairy Herd Improvement (DHI) — USDA program 
designed to help dairy farmers make better-informed 
choices on breeding and feeding based on testing and 
record keeping. It allows the USDA to calculate annual 
evaluations of cattle and goat genetics and production. 
The USDA processes milk test records and puts out an 
elite list, which includes animals that produce within the 
95th percentile of the breed who also have relatives 
with strong production.

DHIA — Dairy Herd Improvement Association 
Although sometimes used as Dairy Herd Improvement 
Assessment or Dairy Herd Information Association, 
in the goat world this acronym almost always means 
the association. Your DHIA assigns your herd code, 
provides training and certification to testers, and sends 
your results to a processing center. 

DHIR — Dairy Herd Improvement Registry
Although sometimes used as Dairy Herd Improvement 
Records, the most common use of this acronym refers 
to the registry. This gets a bit confusing because it 
refers to the official herdbook registries for dairy goats 
(AGS and ADGA). You can be registered with one of 
the registries without participating in DHI and you can 
participate in DHI without having registered goats, but 
if you do both, you are eligible for special awards and 
recognitions. These can help you if you are selling your 
goats or charging for stud services. 

DRPC — Dairy Record Processing Center
A dairy record processing center (DRPC) provides 
electronic processing of your DHI testing data accord-
ing to approved rules and procedures. Sometimes 
the processing center and the lab are the same Some 
DHIAs assign a records processing center, some have a 
preferred one, but let you choose, and some don’t care 
which one you work with.
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THERESA MILLER lives in a small ranching 
town in Idaho, where she and her husband own 
and operate a small engine repair shop called 
Cycles, Sleds & Saws. Her spare time is divided 
between reading, writing, cooking, gardening, 
picking huckleberries, and learning new things. 
Her favorite hobby is talking to people about 
things they are passionate about.

5. Arrange for your first test day. Choose whether to 
do this with a standard tester/supervisor, as part of a 
testing group like Amanda’s, or on your own. If you 
choose “owner sampler,” you are eligible for milk stars, 
but not registry awards.

6. Enroll your herd with your record center. Your 
tester and DHIA can help you with this.

7. Send your data and samples in and rest easy 
knowing you will now have accurate records of pro-
duction amounts, fat and protein ratios, and somatic 
cell counts. 

Testing Day
On test day, Amanda’s certified tester arrives and 

they drink coffee and chit chat. When they are ready to 
start they record the time on their paperwork. Amanda 
uses a separate paper to write down milk weights, then 
transfers the info to the official forms to keep them neat 
and scribble-free. They milk four does at a time, using 
disposable gloves.

They strip out the first few squirts of milk into a 
separate container because those first squirts contain 
the most bacteria. After that, they spray the udder with 
disinfectant and wipe it clean with a dairy wipe or cloth. 
Now it’s time to milk the doe, either by hand or ma-
chine. They pour the milk into a separate bucket. This 
mixes the milk and gives them a standard container the 
scale zeroes out to the weight of. The tester then weighs 
and records the milk. After weighing, the tester uses a 

ladle to swirl the milk and take out a sample. She then 
pours the sample into a special tube with a preservative 
in it. She shakes the tube to dissolve the preservative 
and writes the doe’s name or number on the tube.

Rinse, Repeat, and Record
Amanda removes all milk from the milking ma-

chine and bucket, sprays the doe with disinfectant one 
more time, then releases that doe and moves on to the 
next one. They repeat this process until every doe in 
milk on the property has been stripped, washed, and 
milked, and the milk has been weighed, recorded, and 
sampled. Amanda and her tester then record their stop 
time, review the weights, and write everything on the 
official forms. The tester signs off on the forms then is 
free to go, but they usually drink more coffee first.

Amanda stores her milk samples in the refrigerator 
for up to seven days until she ships them to her DHIA 
along with the forms. The DHIA then mails her more 
forms for the next month’s test.

All Data Is Good Data
“When I first started,” Amanda told me, “I thought it 

was really important to get milk stars and have prov-
able milk records on my goats through the registry. I 
didn’t even think about the dairy herd improvement 
components.” Now she realizes, “The most important 
thing is how to, through dairy herd improvement, feed 
goats for milk production and breed towards or away 
from physical aspects that will contribute to higher 
production.  An example might be breeding for udder 
structure that contributes to an udder that won’t get 
soiled or knocked around because of location and at-
tachment and therefore isn’t going to have higher SCC 
(somatic cell count) counts associated with orifices that 
get damaged or dirty because of location on the animal 
whenever you get your milk test results back.” 

Amanda now tells people that all data is good data 
because it helps make good, informed decisions. 
Working with that data allowed her transition from 
a Nigerian dwarf that produced 600 pounds of milk 
in lactation, to Nigerian dwarves that produce 1200 
pounds per lactation period. That’s worth braving the 
maze of acronyms and forms.  

Milk is collected, mixed or stirred, weighed (pictured), and then a sam-
ple is taken. Photo from Quaking Canopy Farm
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WHAT IS THE BEST HAY FOR GOATS?
CAN GOATS EAT ALFALFA, 

AND IS IT THE BEST FEED FOR THEM?

by PATRICE LEWIS

FOR AN ANIMAL WITH A 
reputation for dietary diversi-
ty, why should you approach 

goat feed with scientific precision? 
The answer is simple: To maximize 
the health of the animal. But what is 
the best hay for goats?

As browsers (as opposed to 
grazers), goats eat a wide variety 
of plants from weeds to woody 
shrubs. Goats instinctively choose 
the most nutritious plants available. 
This means they stubbornly refuse 
to mow your lawn and instead will 
eat the weeds, bushes, leaves, and 
even barks of trees. (Think of them 
as “living weedwhackers” rather 
than “living lawnmowers.”)

But during times when goats can’t 
browse, they must be fed. Caprines 
need roughage in the form of hay 
(3% to 4% of their body weight, per 
day) for their rumens to function 
properly. This can be fed free-choice 
or twice a day.

There are several different catego-
ries of hay: legume (such as alfalfa 
and clover), grass (such as timothy, 

brome, orchard grass, bluegrass), 
cereal grain straw (such as oat hay, 
cut before the seed heads mature), 
and mixed (legume and grass). Hay 
also has regional variations. Tim-
othy is common in northern areas, 
whereas brome, orchard grass, and 
Bermuda grass is more common in 
the south. In other regions, common 
hays include reed canary grass, rye-
grass, Sudan grass, and fescue.

The nutrition of hay can also vary 
widely depending on its maturity 
when it was cut and baled. A hay’s 
protein content and Acid Detergent 
Fiber (ADF) should be below 35% 
for goats. The only sure way to 
know the nutritional content is to 
have the hay analyzed by a forage 
testing laboratory. The higher the 
fiber content, the lower the digest-
ibility (even if the protein level is 
high). As a rule of thumb, leafy 
hays have higher nutritional value 
than stemmier hays. Total Digest-
ible Nutrients (TDN) must also be 
factored in, which is the sum of 
the digestible fiber, protein, lipid, 

and carbohydrate components of a 
feedstuff or diet. (TDN is directly 
related to digestible energy and is 
often calculated based on ADF.)

What Goats Need
The bare minimum protein re-

quirement for maintaining mature, 
healthy animals is 7% crude pro-
tein, though 8% is better. Anything 
below 6% reflects reduced feed 
intake and dietary digestibility.

Dietary crude protein require-
ments are higher during growth, 
gestation, and lactation. A pregnant 
doe (late gestation) requires 12% 
crude protein (66% TDN), then 
between 9% and 11% as she lactates 
(60-65% TDN). A weanling requires 
14% crude protein (70% TDN), a 
yearling 12% crude protein (65% 
TDN). Bucks can get by with 8% 
crude protein (60% TDN).

A pregnant goat needs an “as-
cending plane of nutrition.”  A 
doe’s nutritional level should be 
increased about six weeks ahead 
of kidding, by which point she 

goat care 101 : : best hay for goats
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will have sufficient nutrients for 
lactation. During lactation, the 
protein requirements of a doe may 
more than double, and her needs 
go beyond supplementing with 
grain. Since milk formation requires 
protein, alfalfa is the only hay with 
enough protein to meet a lactating 
doe’s needs. However, this protein 
intake must be increased gradually 
during pregnancy, not suddenly.

Some people avoid feeding bucks 
alfalfa due to the possibility of 
urinary calculi. However, this issue 
may be more associated with insuf-
ficient water intake and overfeeding 
of grain. Goats won’t drink as much 
water if it’s foul, so make sure the 
animals have access to plenty of 
clean water.

Problems with Hay
Since nothing is perfect in this 

world, some words of warning are 
in order for various types of hay.

Since alfalfa has more protein, 
vitamins, calcium, and minerals 
than grass hays, it seems like the 
obvious choice for feed. However, 
a diet of nothing but alfalfa diet 
is “too much of a good thing.” By 
itself, alfalfa is too high in calcium 
and protein for healthy goats, and 
should be limited to sick, pregnant, 
or debilitated animals. Because al-
falfa is expensive and easy to waste, 
many specialists suggest it should 
be fed in concentrated pellet form.

ALFALFA
Crude protein: 19%
Crude fiber: 26%
TDN: 61%

TIMOTHY
Crude protein: 8%
Crude fiber: 34%
TDN: 57%

MEADOW GRASS
Crude protein: 7%
Crude fiber: 33%
TDN: 50%

FESCUE
Crude protein: 11%
Crude fiber: 30%
TDN: 52%

CLOVER
Crude protein: 15%
Crude fiber: 30%
TDN: 55%

BROME
Crude protein: 10%
Crude fiber: 35%
TDN: 55%

ORCHARD GRASS
Crude protein: 10%
Crude fiber: 34%
TDN: 59%

BLUEGRASS
Crude protein: 6%
Crude fiber: 40%
TDN: 45%

OAT HAY
Crude protein: 10%
Crude fiber: 31%
TDN: 54%

BERMUDA GRASS
Crude protein: 10%
Crude fiber: 29%
TDN: 53%

SAMPLE ANALYSES
On average, different types of common hays have 
the following nutritional analyses:

The nutrition of hay can vary widely 
depending on its maturity when it 
was cut and baled. The only sure 

way to know the nutritional content 
is to have the hay analyzed by a 

forage testing laboratory.
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Oat hay or other cereal grain hay 
is an excellent choice when cut while 
still green, as opposed to waiting 
for the seed heads to mature. Cereal 
grain hays have a small risk of nitrate 
poisoning if they’re harvested after a 
growth spurt following a drought pe-
riod, so consider getting the hay tested 
for nitrate content if you’re concerned.

Fescue can cause “fescue toxicity” 
or “summer slump,” a condition 
more frequent and severe during hot 
weather. It is caused by ingestion of 
the toxin argovaline, which is pro-
duced by an endophyte fungus that 
grows in the plant. According to the 
Washington State University Exten-
sion Office, “This toxicity is charac-
terized by reduced gains, reduced 
conception rates, intolerance to heat, 
rough hair coat, fever, rapid breath-
ing, and nervousness,” and adds: 
“A forage legume such as birdsfoot 
trefoil, or red or white clover, seeded 
with tall fescue, will substantially 
reduce the adverse effects of this 
disease by diluting the intake level.”

Don’t Forget the Minerals
A critical component of caprine 

health is minerals. Mineral require-
ments can be classified as macro (cal-
cium, phosphorus, magnesium, so-
dium, potassium, sulfur, chlorides) 
and micro (iron, cobalt, copper, 
manganese, zinc, iodine, selenium, 
molybdenum, etc.). Macro-minerals 
are depicted on a percentage basis, 
and micro-minerals are shown as 
ppm (parts per million).

Mineral deficiencies can wreak 
havoc on caprine health. A lack of 
boron can create arthritis and joint 
problems. Sodium deficiency drive 
goats to eat dirt or lick the ground. 
Anemia and weakness often result 

from iron deficiency. A shortage of 
sufficient iodine can cause goiters, 
just like with humans. Rickets and 
milk fever may reflect phosphorus 
and calcium deficiencies (they’re 
usually found together). Manganese 
deficiencies can cause stillbirths, 
reduced fertility, and slow growth 
in kids. A zinc shortage causes stiff 
joints, low interest in breeding, skin 
problems, excessive salivating, and 
deformed hooves. And copper defi-
ciency (for which goats are especial-
ly prone) affects the coat and can 
also cause abortions, stillbirths, low 
milk supply, and weight loss.

Balance is Key
As with all things, balance is key 

when it comes to caprine nutrition. 
For all animals, don't make drastic 
changes to your goats’ diet all at once 
or you’ll risk digestive upsets. Give 
the bacteria in their rumen time to 
adjust by changing their diets slowly.
Alfalfa should not be fed free-

choice. Instead, portion it out in 
flakes. A combination of alfalfa and 
grass hays, as well as a proper grain 
mix, will provide caprines with the 
necessary protein and roughage 
to stimulate the digestive action of 
the rumen. In late pregnancy, make 
sure a doe has ample hay or forage 
along with her higher grain levels, 
to prevent such issues as pregnancy 
toxemia or acidosis (carbohydrate 
fermentation disorder of the rumen).
Repeating the obvious, goats need 

constant access to fresh (not dirty) 
water at all times for proper diges-
tion to take place.

What About Concentrates?
Hay can come in concentrate 

form, i.e. pellets. Alfalfa pellets are 
commonly available, as are timothy 
pellets, orchard grass pellets, etc.

Some manufacturers produce pel-
lets well suited to small goat mouths 
(versus, say, horse mouths). Pellets 
are convenient if you have a limited 
space for hay storage or if you want 
to mix it with grain. It’s less waste-
ful, but the downside is goats will 
eat the pellets very quickly. If fed 
dry, pellets will add volume in the 
rumen as soon as they get in contact 
with the stomach fluids. Pellets have 
about the same protein as hay, but 
less fiber. Caprines still need enough 
fiber for their rumens to operate 
smoothly, and large amounts of 
pellets that sit in the rumen without 
being brought up as cud may cause 
long-term health issues.

Again, balance is key. A diet of 
nothing but hay pellets is no health-
ier than a diet of pure alfalfa.  

For more information on goat nu-
trition, see: http://agecon.okstate.edu/
meatgoat/files/Chapter%205.pdf

PATRICE LEWIS is a wife, mother, homesteader, homeschooler, 
author, blogger, columnist, and speaker. An advocate of simple 
living and self-sufficiency, she has practiced and written about 
self-reliance and preparedness for almost 30 years. She is 
experienced in homestead animal husbandry and small-scale dairy 
production, food preservation and canning, country relocation, 
home-based businesses, homeschooling, personal money 
management, and food self-sufficiency. Follow her website http://
www.patricelewis.com/ or blog http://www.rural-revolution.com/.

Pellets are convenient 
if you have a limited 

space for hay storage 
or if you want to mix it 
with grain. Pellets have 
about the same protein 

as hay, but less fiber.

Fortunately, hays and forages 
provide a partial supply of the 
necessary minerals. Alfalfa, for 
example, contains an impressive 
list of nutrients. Caprine owners 
may view their animals as severely 
deficient in many critical minerals, 
when in fact they may lack only a 
few core elements. Their daily feed 
will determine how much you’ll 
need to supplement them.

When choosing a mineral supple-
ment, be sure to choose something 
specifically formulated for goats 
(not sheep, cattle, horses, etc.).
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Determining the Best Hay for Goats
by PATRICE LEWIS

Sample Analyses
Hay nutrition varies depending on when it was cut and baled. Hay analysis is 

necessary to determine nutrients in specific bales. Leafy hays generally have higher 
nutritional value than stemmier hays. Common hays average the following nutrition-
al analyses:

ALFALFA
Crude protein: 19%
Crude fiber: 26%
TDN: 61%

TIMOTHY
Crude protein: 8%
Crude fiber: 34%
TDN: 57%

MEADOW GRASS
Crude protein: 7%
Crude fiber: 33%
TDN: 50%

FESCUE
Crude protein: 11%
Crude fiber: 30%
TDN: 52%

CLOVER
Crude protein: 15%
Crude fiber: 30%
TDN: 55%

BROME
Crude protein: 10%
Crude fiber: 35%
TDN: 55%

ORCHARD GRASS
Crude protein: 10%
Crude fiber: 34%
TDN: 59%

BLUEGRASS
Crude protein: 6%
Crude fiber: 40%
TDN: 45%

OAT HAY
Crude protein: 10%
Crude fiber: 31%
TDN: 54%

BERMUDA GRASS
Crude protein: 10%
Crude fiber: 29%
TDN: 53%

What Goats Need
The bare minimum protein requirement for maintaining mature, healthy animals is 7% crude protein, though 8% is better. A preg-

nant doe (late gestation) requires 12% crude protein (66% TDN), then between 9% and 11% as she lactates (60-65% TDN). A weanling 
requires 14% crude protein (70% TDN), a yearling 12% crude protein (65% TDN). Bucks can get by with 8% crude protein (60% TDN).

Gradually increase a pregnant doe’s nutritional level about six weeks ahead of kidding. Alfalfa is the only hay with enough 
protein to meet a lactating doe’s needs. 

Problems with Hay
By itself, alfalfa is too high in calcium and protein for healthy goats, and is best for sick, pregnant, lactating, or debilitated 

animals. Because alfalfa is expensive and easy to waste, many specialists recommend concentrated pellet form.
Cereal grain hay is an excellent choice when cut while still green, as opposed to waiting for seed heads to mature. They have a 

small risk of nitrate poisoning if harvested after a growth spurt following a drought period, so consider getting the hay tested.
Fescue toxicity is caused by ingestion of the toxin argovaline produced by an endophyte fungus that grows in the plant. This 

toxicity is characterized by reduced gains, reduced conception rates, intolerance to heat, rough hair coat, fever, rapid breath-
ing, and nervousness. Consider intercropping a forage legume with fescue to dilute intake level. 

Don’t Forget the Minerals
Hays and forages provide a partial supply of the necessary minerals, so offer a free-choice loose mineral specifically formu-

lated for goats.

Balance is Key
A combination of alfalfa and grass hays, and a proper grain mix, provide the necessary protein and roughage to stimulate 

digestive action. In late pregnancy, make sure a doe has ample hay or forage along with her higher grain levels, to prevent 
pregnancy toxemia or acidosis.

What About Concentrates?
Hay can come in concentrate form, i.e. alfalfa pellets, timothy pellets, orchard grass pellets, etc. Pellets are convenient for lim-
ited space or to mix with grain. Pellets have about the same protein as hay, but less fiber. Caprines need enough fiber for their 
rumens, and large amounts of pellets that sit in the rumen without being brought up as cud may cause long-term health issues.

When goats can’t browse, they need hay (3% to 4% of their body weight, per day) for their 
rumens to function properly. This can be fed free-choice or twice a day.
Categories of hay: legume (alfalfa and clover), grass (timothy, brome, orchard grass, bluegrass), 
cereal grain straw (oat hay, cut before the seed heads mature), and mixed (legume and grass). 
Protein content and Acid Detergent Fiber (ADF) should be below 35% for goats. The higher the fiber content, the 
lower the digestibility. Total Digestible Nutrients (TDN) is the sum of the digestible fiber, protein, lipid, and carbohydrate 
components of a feedstuff or diet. (TDN is directly related to digestible energy and is often calculated based on ADF.)
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by DAVID & MARSHA COAKLEY

When we were research-
ing on how to start a 
goat dairy in mid-2015, 

I ran across a saying at micro-
dairydesigns.com. It read: “To have 
a successful dairy, you need to do 
one of these three things: 1. Love to 
clean, 2. Clean because you have to, 
or 3. Know someone who loves to 
clean.” Sanitation is one of the most 
critical parts of dairy ownership 
that is often overlooked or done 
incorrectly. Whether you’re bucket 
milking for personal consumption 
or using a machine for either herd 
shares or commercial use, the sani-
tation process must be spot-on.

Where do I get information?
The best place to start is the 

USDA “Pasteurized Milk Ordi-
nance,” or PMO, which can be 
found at fda.gov/media/99451/down-
load. Whether pasteurizing your 
milk or not, the PMO contains a 
wealth of useful information to 
guide you through the sanitation 
process. Keep in mind that the PMO 
is a Federal Regulation which must 
be adhered to regardless of state. 
However, just to complicate mat-
ters, your state may have supple-
mentary measures that are required. 

Also, if your state allows raw milk 
sales, there will be further regula-
tions for unpasteurized processing. 
Your best option is to contact your 
state Department of Agriculture for 
specific guidance.  

A great additional source of 
information is The Dairy Practices 
Council at dairypc.org. Much of the 
information in the PMO is based on 
The Dairy Council guidelines. The 
Council has useful information for 
parlor and milk room construction, 
equipment cleaning, and milk test-
ing to help you manage your dairy.  

Herd Shares
Herd shares are becoming an 

increasingly popular method to 
bypass state licensure to be able 
to distribute goat milk for human 
consumption. While the benefits 
can be favorable, the liabilities can 

be devastating if proper sanitation 
is not followed. If you’re offering 
herd shares, it is absolutely critical 
that you get as close to the USDA 
standard as possible. If a sharehold-
er drinking your milk were to get 
sick, the USDA will investigate with 
the PMO used as a guideline during 
the inspection. The further you are 
from the standard, the greater the 
potential that you could be held 
liable for damages from your dairy.

Water Temperature
We’ll talk a lot about water 

temperature during the steps. 
Achieving the water temperature 
is important, but maintaining it 
is equally necessary. We use hot 
water that is approximately 155 
degrees Fahrenheit. Because we use 
a claw washer with a cycle that is 
10 minutes long, the water cools 
quickly. 120 degrees F is the lowest 
temperature that kills bacteria, so 
the temperature must be no less 
than 120 degrees F at the end of 
the wash cycle. If you’re not using 
a claw washer and just washing in 
the sink, you still need to ensure 
your water is a minimum of 120-125 
degrees F while the equipment is 
being washed.

Brushes
For a sufficient cleaning, it is 

essential to use brushes, not rags. 
Cloth quickly becomes contaminat-
ed and is difficult to disinfect, plus 
it must be washed after each use. 
You will want a high-quality brush, 
preferably for dairy use, to be used 
ONLY for washing equipment.

Safety First!
I wouldn’t be a good safety man-

ager if I didn’t mention some vital 

Keep It Clean!
What is your definition of "clean"?

If you’re offering herd shares, it is absolutely critical 
that you get as close to the USDA standard as pos-
sible. If a shareholder drinking your milk were to get 
sick, the USDA will investigate with the PMO used 

as a guideline during the inspection.

dairy goats : : cleanliness
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If you’re running any sort of milk machine,  
the claw washer is a critical piece of equipment. 

Without it, it’s impossible to get the  
cleaning/sanitation cycles done correctly.

personal protective equipment. 
Keep in mind you will be using a 
commercial chlorinated cleaner, 
acid, and extremely hot water. A 
pair of heavy-duty latex or vinyl 
gloves will protect your hands from 
the hot water and chemicals during 
the wash and rinse. Safety glasses 
are also a good idea for preventing 
acid or cleaners from splashing in 
your eyes. 

Cleaning Products and Sanitation  
of Equipment (Prior to Milking)

We will start as if we are com-
ing into the milk room to begin 
the milking cycle. The equipment 
sanitization is completed imme-
diately PRIOR to milking and all 
the washing is done immediately 
AFTER milking. For the purpos-
es of the article, we’ll discuss the 
products approved by the USDA. 
We purchase ours from a local 
dairy supply house; however, many 
agricultural stores such as Tractor 
Supply sell cleaning chemicals. Be 
sure to check with your local stores 
for availability.

Sanitizing is the first step of 
getting ready for milking. We use 
Boumatic Chlor 125 sanitizer and 
lukewarm water (110 degrees F) 
in our claw washer to clean our 
Hoegger milker, but these steps still 
apply for hand milking. We cycle 
(soak) the equipment in the solution 
and run it through the equipment 
for two minutes per the instruc-
tion label. Note: If you’re running 
any sort of milk machine, the claw 
washer is a critical piece of equip-
ment. Without it, it’s impossible to 
get the cleaning/sanitation cycles 
done correctly. Some equipment 
manufacturers suggest just running 
some bleach through the lines; how-
ever, this is not effective because 

the solution must have contact with 
all parts during the entire process. 
Do not rinse when complete (per 
the PMO) as the equipment could 
become re-contaminated during 
rinsing. Once your equipment is 
sanitized, you may confidently milk 
your does knowing everything is 
clean. 

Prewash Cycle (After Milking)
After the milking is complete, 

we rinse everything out in the sink 
with lukewarm water (110 degrees 
F) to remove the residual milk.  Do 
NOT rinse in hot water as it can 
cause the milk stone (milk residue) 
to set into the hoses or other plastic 
and rubber pieces which can allow 
bacteria growth and an “off taste” 
in the milk.  Using the claw wash-
er for rinsing could potentially 
contaminate it with milk, so it is not 
recommended.

Wash Cycle
Our wash cycle is completed in 

two steps. First, all components are 
submerged into a sink full of hot 
water (about 155 degrees F) with 
a chlorinated powdered foaming 
cleaner (Ecolab HC-10). Next, the 
hoses and inflations are brush 
washed off and put into a food-safe 
five-gallon bucket of hot (155 de-
grees F) water and attached to the 
claw washer. The claw washer uses 
a chlorinated non-foaming cleaner 
(Boumatic Maxi Guard) and is oper-
ated for 10 minutes. The remaining 
equipment, still in the sink, gets 
brush washed in the foaming clean-
er and rinsed (lukewarm water) in 
the sink.

Acid Rinse
After washing and rinsing, I fill my 

milk buckets up with an acid/water 

solution (Ecolab PL-10 and lukewarm 
water), per product instructions.  
Then all equipment is placed inside 
to soak as the claw washer completes 
its wash cycle. This is important as 
the acid releases and prevents milk 
stone (milk residue) build up in your 
lines and on your equipment. Once 
the claw wash cycle is complete, 
the acid solution is dumped from 
the stainless milk buckets into the 
five-gallon bucket. Finally, run the 
acid solution through the claw wash-
er for two minutes. 

Final Rinse
Some acid washes require a final 

rinse after using them, others don’t. 
Make sure to follow manufacturer 
instructions.

Hang to Dry
All equipment needs to be hung 

or placed to allow it to self-drain 
in the milk room. The milk room 
needs to be closed off from the rest 
of the barn for sanitation reasons. 
Milk room guidelines, however, are 
a different article.  

Hopefully this article gives 
you some useful information for 
cleaning equipment. The steps can 
initially appear to be daunting, but 
with education and a little practice, 
it doesn’t take long to produce a 
safer, higher quality milk.   

DAVID & MARSHA COAKLEY 
own Frog Pond Farm & Dairy 
in Canfield, Ohio, which is a 
state-inspected dairy. They 
currently have 16 American and 
French Alpines that are milked 
for their artisan soap business 
and also for herd shares. They 
will be adding Grade A milk and 
cheese to their product line in 
mid-2020. Dave works off the 
farm as a Corporate Health and 
Safety (Occupational and Food) 
Manager for a large regional 
bakery in NE Ohio. He is a 
retired Air Force veteran. You 
can follow them on Facebook @
frogpondfarmanddairy or online 
at frogpondfarm.us.
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dairy goats : : diy teat spray

All-Natural 
DIY Teat Spray

by ANN ACCETTA-SCOTT

Raising goats naturally is quite simple. As the 
keeper of all things naughty, a herd of goats, I 
spend hours rotating pasture fencing in order 

to allow them to forage. Some of us may go as far as 
adding raw apple cider vinegar to their water, provide 
herbs such as garlic and cayenne to their grains, and 
even ferment grains. With that said, making a natural 
DIY teat spray is classified as normal and falls in line 
for raising goats naturally.

Why a Teat and Udder Wash is Necessary 
I’m not sure why you decided to raise goats, but 

for me, it’s about the milk they provide. With milking 
goats comes the need to have a good udder and teat 
spray on hand. Preferably one which does not contain 
bleach or any other harsh chemicals. 

With keeping goats, it is common knowledge that 
they are not particular about where they lie or what 
they are lying on. In order to prevent dirt, grass, or 
even poop from getting into the milk bucket, take the 
time to clean the udder and teats well before and after 
milking. Trust me, you want only milk in your bucket, 
not hay, grains, dirt, or even waste. 

Aside from cleaning the udder and teats prior to 
milking, it is imperative to wash the teats after milking, 
too.

Goat mastitis, an inflammation of the mammary 
glands, occurs when bacteria gains access to the udder 
through the teat canal (teat orifices). Mastitis is general-
ly caused by bacteria, however, there are other reasons 
that can cause it:

• Various viruses
• Fungi
• Other micro-organisms
• Injury to the teats or udder
• And even stress

In order to prevent mastitis in milking goats, be sure 
to spray the teats after milking. Not only does the 
natural teat spray sanitize the area, it helps to close the 
teat orifices, minimizing the risk of any bacteria from 
reaching the udder. 

Signs of Mastitis
Even with the best preventative care mastitis can 

happen. Early indications are:

• Decrease in milk yield.
• The milk texture, color, and taste are off. Meaning 
different than what is normally received.
• Lameness.
• Swollen teats or extremely swollen udder.
• Teats hot or painful to the touch.
• Refusal of feed.
• Doe runs a fever.
• Refusal to allow kid to nurse.
• And the doe can even appear depressed.

Severe cases can result in death. Signs to watch for:

• Blue Bag — The skin of the udder becomes cool to 
the touch, swollen, and may become reddish in color. 
Eventually the udder will turn bluish in color, releasing 
a watery or bloody discharge. 

• Hard Udder — This condition is much harder to de-
tect and is generally discovered too late. Unfortunately, 
there are no visible conditions when a doe has hard 
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udder, and the only sign is a reduction in milk supply 
or no milk at all. At this point, the doe is often culled 
unless it is a pet. 

How to Prevent Mastitis
In addition to cleanliness, there are other steps which 

can be taken to help prevent mastitis. 

• Keep birthing pen, pens, holding areas clean. Bed-
ding needs to be kept dry. Ensure proper drainage 
around goat housing.

• Use good milking techniques.

• Wean kids slowly to prevent stress on the udder.

INGREDIENTS

• essential oils
~ lavender 15 drops
~ melaleuca (tea tree) 5 drops
~ rosemary 10 drops

• castile soap, 3 tablespoons
• colloidal silver or distilled water, fill bottle
• grain alcohol (120 to 190 proof), optional preserving 
agent

EQUIPMENT

• amber spray bottle, 32 ounces
• colloidal silver kit, optional

MIXING INSTRUCTIONS

1. Add essential oils and Castile soap to spray bottle.

2. Fill amber spray bottle with colloidal silver or dis-
tilled water.

3. Gently shake the bottle to mix the ingredients.

How to Use a Natural Teat Spray

1. Using a warm wet washcloth, thoroughly wipe down 
udder and teats. Rinse the washcloth and repeat until 
the area is cleaned.

2. Generously spray the teats and udder area with this 
natural teat spray.

3. Using a clean, wet washcloth, wipe the teats once again.

4. After milking, spray the teats generously one final 
time with the natural teat spray.

Cleanliness, plus a good natural DIY teat spray 
reduces the risk of does contracting goat mastitis. Take 
your time during milking, and do not speed through 
the process. A healthy, happy doe will keep you in milk 
for years to come, treat her well!  

Ann Accetta-Scott’s All-Natural Teat Spray recipe is also in-
cluded in the new book 50 Do-It-Yourself Projects for Keeping 
Goats, by Janet Garman (Skyhorse Publishing, April 2020).

The Benefits of Using Natural Ingredients
Aside from a natural teat spray being better for goats, 

it is also safe to have around small children and other 
animals. The ingredients that make up this all-natu-
ral solution not only clean teats; they help to prevent 
issues such as mastitis.

• Essential oils — All oils mentioned are gentle enough 
to apply to the skin. Each oil contains antibacterial, 
antiseptic, and antimicrobial qualities. Lavender essen-
tial oil also soothes the skin while providing a calming 
effect. 

• Castile soap — Castile soap is a gentle soap and ideal 
to use for washing the udder and teats.

• Colloidal silver — Silver, once broken down into 
microscopic particles, is one of the strongest metals 
available. Silver has antibacterial, antiseptic, and anti-
microbial agents. colloidal silver can easily be brewed 
at home or purchased online or at many locations 
which sell vitamin supplements. 

All-Natural DIY Teat Spray 
Because you will go through this natural teat spray 

quickly, there is no need to add a preservative. An 
essential oil mixed with colloidal silver or distilled 
water will last up to one week without a preservative. 
If you’re iffy as to whether you will use up the DIY teat 
spray within one week, a preservative should be add-
ed. Grain alcohol (120 to 190 proof) and glycerin act as 
a preservative with mixtures containing essential oils. 

50 Do-It-Yourself  
Projects for  
Keeping Goats

iamcountryside.com/shop • 970-392-4419

By Janet Garman

Fencing, Milking Stands, 
First Aid Kit, Play 
Structures, and More!
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goat milk & cheese : : milk recipes

Recipes to 
Use Up Milk

WHAT TO DO WITH EXTRA MILK!

by KATE JOHNSON

Looking for some new recipes to use up milk? 
When you have dairy goats, at some point you 
will have more milk than you and your family 

can possibly drink. Once the kids are weaned, if you 
keep milking your doe you will have milk … every day. 
It just keeps coming and coming!

The laws for selling milk and other dairy products 
vary a lot from state to state, and many states make it 
very difficult for the small dairy goat owner to legally 
sell their excess milk and/or cheese. So we are often left 
to figure out what to do with all that extra milk so that 
it doesn’t go to waste. My “go-to” activity when I have 
too much milk is making goat cheese for my family. 
Chèvre is so quick and easy you can fit it into even the 
busiest day and it also freezes well. Some people even 
make milk kefir, although I have never tried that one … 
yet!

Here is a list of some of the things you can do with 
milk, along with a few recipes with lots of milk. How to 
use up milk sometimes takes creativity and I bet many 
of our readers have some ideas and recipes that I hav-
en’t thought of. Feel free to write in and share them!

June with some of her goats.
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What to do with extra milk:

• Drink it

• Feed it to:
    ~ Goat babies
    ~ Orphaned babies
    ~ Chickens, hogs, or dogs

• Cook with it (in any recipe that 
calls for milk or cream)

• Sell it (if you can!)

• Make:
    ~ Cheese (ricotta, mozzarella, 
bloomy rind, hard cheeses, and 
other aged cheeses)
    ~ Ice cream
    ~ Yogurt
    ~ Fudge
    ~ Caramels
    ~ Cajeta
    ~ Butter
    ~ Soap
    ~ Lotion
    ~ Paint

Yes, paint! Making paint out of 
milk by adding it to powdered lime 
and pigment is an ancient art that 
dates back all the way to the times 
of King Tut. Apparently, the in-
side of his tomb was coated with a 
dairy-based lacquer.

Here’s a quick easy recipe from 
my friend Karen Butler of Mega 
Milkers in Wyoming:

Goat Milk Paint

1 gallon of goat milk
2 cups hydrated lime
1 quart linseed oil
½ cup salt

Water-soluble dye 

Strain with a fine mesh screen. 
Use within two days of mixing. 
Makes about 1½ gallons of paint.

I have made many recipes to 
use up milk, but when it comes to 
great bath and body products that 

use goat milk, I decided to check in 
with my old pal, June Small of The 
Small Farm Life in Central Texas.  
June is one of the craftiest, most 
creative people I know.  She runs a 
wonderful cottage industry to make 
use of her excess goat milk and I 
asked her to share a couple of her 
recipes with us.

One of her best recipes to use up 
milk is a skin-nourishing goat milk 
lotion. She ultra-pasteurizes the 
milk (high temps) to keep it from 
going rancid.

The Small Farm Goat Milk Lotion

Yield: about 20 ounces

INGREDIENTS:

Oils:

    1.2 oz shea butter
    1.6 oz sweet almond oil
    1 oz avocado oil
    1 oz stearic acid
    1.2 oz emulsifying wax

Liquids:

    11.6 oz distilled water
    5.4 oz goat milk, 
    ultra-pasteurized

• Pedigree International Savanna Registry 20-Year 
Anniversary Celebration Gala Dinner

• Internet Bidding by

Savanna Breed Pioneer

Attending From South Africa

Koenie Kotze

Newby Auction
Col. Lynn Newby

Showcase Savanna Sale with

•  Lecture & Workshops

September 18-19, 2020 | Springfield, MO

www.savannaspectacular.com
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Add-Ins:

    0.2 oz preservative (Phenonip 
preferred)
    0.2 oz fragrance or essential oil

INSTRUCTIONS:

    1.  Sterilize all equipment.
    2.  Combine liquids in a container 
and warm to about 100 degrees F.
    3.  Combine all oils (except shea 
butter) and warm until melted. 
Once melted, stir in butter until 
melted.
    4.  Combine liquids and oils with 
whisk then mix with stick blender. 
Mix for two to three minutes until 
combined and fluffy.
    5.  Make sure lotion is under 140 
degrees F then pour in add-ins.
    6.  Blend again until fluffy.
    7.  Pour into bottles and allow to 
cool to room temperature before 
closing with lids.

Another big seller for June is her 
charcoal soap. This is super good 
for acne and deep cleansing and the 
black color is quite dramatic.

The Small Farm Activated Charcoal 
Goat Milk Soap

Yield: approx 36 (4oz) bars

INGREDIENTS

Oils:
~ 28 oz olive oil
~ 27 oz coconut oil
~ 20 oz lard or palm oil
~ 4 oz castor oil
~ 4 oz shea butter
~ 1 oz jojoba oil

Lye Mixture:
~ 11 oz lye (sodium hydroxide)
~ 41 oz goat milk, raw (preferred), 
partially frozen to slushy consistency

Add Ins:
~ 3 Tbsp activated charcoal
~ 2.5 oz rosemary essential oil

~ 1.5 oz lavender essential oil
~ 1 oz tea tree oil

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Place slushy milk in a glass or 
stainless steel bowl.

2. Put all oils in stainless steel stock-
pot. Place pot on low heat until oils 
are approx 120 degrees F. Remove 
from heat.

3. Whisk activated charcoal into 
warm oils. Whisk until there are no 
lumps or pockets of charcoal.

4. Put on safety equipment (gog-
gles, gloves) and be sure to have 
good ventilation.

5. Carefully add lye to slushy milk. 
(NEVER ADD LIQUID TO THE 
LYE!) Pour lye very slowly so that 
milk does not burn. Goal tempera-
ture for lye mixture is 120 degrees F. 
If too hot, place in an ice bath.

6.  Once oils and lye mixture are 
proper temps, add lye mixture to 
oils and whisk.

7.  Stir continuously until trace 
is reached. (This may take 20-30 
minutes.)

8.  Stir in essential oils and whisk 
until trace is reached again.

9.  Pour into molds.

10.  Allow soap to cure for a few 
days before removing from molds. 
Once out of molds, allow to cure 
four to six weeks before using.

You can find June’s products at 
her website thesmallfarmlife.com as 
well as on Etsy and in some shops 
in and around Central Texas.

In addition to using up excess 
milk for skin care products and 
paint, of course you can make 
cheese or yogurt and then you’ll 
find you also have an abundance 
of excess whey.  Luckily there are 
many uses for whey, too — from 
baking bread to helping to break 
down compost.  That milk — it’s 
the gift that just keeps giving!  
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Parts Dept. 
Call for a FREE Catalog
       800-245-8222

Parts Dept offers hundreds of goat products you 
will find in our latest 200pg FREE 2020 catalog. 
Website:  www.PartsDeptOnline.com

MP Cooling Tanks
The MP cooling tanks  range from 15 Gallons to 285 Gallons these tanks meet the 
needs of all home, small dairy and cheese production facilities. Fast and stable 
cooling and maximum energy efficiency are benefits when using any of our MP 
models. These tanks are fully compliant with all 3A standards and regulations and 
are Grade A. Tanks up to 90 Gallon run on standard 110V electricity and require 
no special wiring, 140-285 Gallon run on 220V. 2 Year Warrantee

Stainless Pasteurizer  
2 Gallons in 1 Hour
All Stainless Steel.
Made in USA
$359.00

Teat Wipes
Bucket / 700 $29.95
Refill    / 700 $26.95  

Features 
Grade A. 
2 Year Warrantee. 
Free Tank Valve.
Calibration Chart & Dip Stick.
Temperature Recorder Ready.

220 Gallon
MP Cooling Tanks
15 Gallon $2195.00 or $91/Mo 
30 Gallon $2595.00 or $108/Mo   
60 Gallon $3595.00 or $149/Mo 
90 Gallon $4195.00 or $174/Mo 
140 Gallon $5295.00 or $200/Mo  
220 Gallon $7395.00 or $308/Mo 
285 Gallon $7995.00 or $333Mo   

Dynamint Cream
Organic Approved
17oz Bottle $13.95
2 Litre Jug $39.95

Portable Vacuum Systems
Made 100% in USA
3/4 HP Vac supply $1295 (Runs 2 buckets) 
Financing for 24 Months $45/Mo
1.5 HP Vac supply $1395 (Runs 4 buckets) 
Financing for 24 Months $54/Mo

35Lb Goat Pail $400.00
35Lb Cow Pail $400.00

Dehorners
Stone 3/4”  $99.00
Cordless  $249.95

Kid Bar 1 $34.95
Kid Bar 7 $114.95
Kid Bar 10 $149.95

Feeder $41.95
Stand   $15.95

“Pritchard” 
Flutter Valve
$2.35

ITP205 $37.95

ITP207 $39.95

Vanguard 
Claw $99.95

Vanguard
Inflation  
$14.95

Goat Clusters 
Automatic on/off
Silicone Liners & Hose
Clusters From $159.00

1 Goat Portable Vacuum System
Made 100% in USA
3/4 HP Vac supply Only $699 (Runs 1 bucket)
3/4 HP Vac supply With Bucket $999 
                                       
                                 Free shipping on this item 
                                            in 48 States 

Fight Bac 
$10.95 Single can
$8.95 Ea (case/12)

Pulsators
BRK  $79.95
L80    $105.95
LL90  $109.95

Nupulse Buckets & Claws
Complete bucket $459.95
Nupulse Claw    $169.95
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secret life of goats : : billy gotti

MEET

by REBECCA SANDERSON

The Goat Who is Stealing the Internet

If you haven’t heard of Billy Gotti yet, well, you have been missing out. He is a sweeping internet 
sensation that just keeps getting better. However, before you can get to know Billy, you need to meet 
his mother, Jo’lee.

Jo’lee was feeling particularly lonely just over a year ago, especially because she does not have any 
biological children. Feeling depressed, she had a random thought of perhaps getting a goat. As she was 
looking at Craigslist one day, she saw a listing for a male miniature goat. No other breed or parent infor-
mation was given. He was only a few days old and needed to be bottle-fed to survive. Jo’lee immediate-
ly snatched him up, named him Billy Gotti, and dubbed him as her son. Because she had no child, in her 
words, she “made me a child.”
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 I asked her why she chose a goat, 
out of all the domestic creatures 
out there, she responded, “Well, 
why not? There’s no real difference 
between a dog, cat, bird, or goat.” 
Jo’lee also wasn’t exactly inept 
when it came to caring for a goat; 
after all, she was raised as a farm 
girl. Her family had raised pigs, cat-
tle, and chickens primarily for food. 
Even so, she admits that he sort of 
scared her a little at first. Although 
Jo’lee was bullied sometimes as a 
child, she now embraces being dif-
ferent and loving a different style of 
life. She has always loved animals, 
and now she has one as her son.

From the beginning, Billy went 
nearly everywhere that Jo’lee went. 
If it’s a place that other people 
would take a child, then Jo’lee took 
Billy. While he is not welcomed in 
most restaurants, those with outside 
patios are sometimes lenient and al-
low him to stay for a meal. He even 
got to eat at a Popeye’s once. Jo’lee 
places Billy Gotti in a baby carrier 
to go to her local store. He snuggles 
up against her with his head in, and 
no one can tell that it isn’t a human 
baby inside. When I say that Billy 
goes nearly everywhere that Jo’lee 
goes, I mean it. He has even gone 
with her to the club. As long as he is 
with Jo’lee, Billy is very calm with 
loud crowds of people. Billy is not 
toilet/house trained, so he does 
wear diapers. Jo’lee may attempt to 
house train him in the future.

FULL BLOOD SAVANNAS,  
DNA PARENT VERIFIED HERD. 
Selling the best, culling the rest. 

WEEKLEY FARMS

CONTACT US: 618-402-0535  |  Trenton, Illinois
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One of Jo’lee and Billy’s favorite 
activities is to visit assisted living 
centers. Billy gets dressed up with a 
shirt, shorts, and sunglasses before 
each visit. He actually dresses up 
much of the time. When Billy Gotti 
enters the facility, he typically stops 
in every room without prompting. 
When picked up, Billy offers kisses 
and cuddles. He is very gentle and 
friendly with the residents. Jo’lee 
gets so much joy from having Billy 
in her life that she is eager to share 
him and that joy with others.

While Billy is always gentle at the 
nursing homes, he often has an at-
titude with his mom. When he gets 
mad, Billy has a tendency to “pass 
out” and play dead for a minute. Of 
course, that’s when he isn’t biting 
his grandmother. It sounds like 
he might have some myotonic or 
“fainting goat” genes in his mix. 

According to Jo’lee, he doesn’t even know that he is a goat. He can see 
other goats outside the car window and have no understanding that he 
is actually one of them. When at home, he sleeps in the bed with Jo’lee. If 
he’s not allowed in the bed, he will sit and cry.

Although Billy recently celebrated turning one year old, he is not very 
big. Jo’lee says that he is a little smaller than a poodle. Billy and Jo’lee have 
recently experienced the heartache of losing Billy’s younger sister, Bonnie 
Bunz. She was a surprise to both of them, and Billy really wasn’t sure that 
he wanted to be a big brother. However, just when Billy was getting used 
to her, Bonnie succumbed to floppy kid syndrome at just a few weeks old. 
Jo’lee consulted with the vet and did everything she could and was sup-
posed to do, but it isn’t always possible to save a kid.

Jo’lee says that if you are considering getting an animal, just do it be-
cause they will love you forever. They may get attitude just like kids, but 
“It’ll be the best thing you have ever done.”

While Jo’lee never meant to make Billy famous, it just seemed to happen. 
When she posted her first picture with him drinking from a bottle, her 
friends and family shared the post to the point that it took off. People love 
the goat that thinks he is human and dresses like a human. They have been 
featured in several local news clips plus The Maury Show and have more 
than 150,000 likes on Facebook. They even have their own merchandise 
that you can purchase. You can follow Billy Gotti on Facebook and Insta-
gram @realbillygotti.  
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BREED PROFILE: 

Nubian Goat 
by TAMSIN COOPER

The Most Popular Dairy Goat in the United States

breed profile : : nubian

BREED: Nubian goats are called Anglo-Nubian in 
Britain, where the breed originated. The term “Nu-
bian” was first coined in France, where goats had been 
imported from the eastern Mediterranean. Nubia was 
defined as the area along the Nile from Egypt to Sudan.

ORIGIN: In the 19th century, native British goats were 
crossed with imported goats from trading ports in 
India and the eastern Mediterranean, leading to the 
development of the breed. There may be slight Swiss 
dairy goat influence.

HISTORY: Trading ships took on goats at ports in India, 
North Africa, and the Middle East to provide milk 
and meat during the journey back to British ports. On 
arrival in England, goat keepers purchased the bucks 
and bred them with the local milch goat. By 1893, these 
crossbreeds were referred to as Anglo-Nubian. They 
already showed the distinctive lop ears, roman nose, 
tall frame, and short coat inherited from the imported 
bucks. 

As the exotic look became popular, Sam Woodiwiss 
set up a breeding program to produce a registered 
herd. He imported a Jamnapari buck from India in 
1896. Then in 1903/4, he imported a Zairabi buck (a 
tall Egyptian milk goat), a stocky buck from the Chitral 
region of Pakistan, and a hornless buck of Nubian type 

from Paris Zoo. These bucks were crossed with the na-
tive British milch goat. The first three sired the original 
lines that were registered in the official herdbook in 
1910. Later, registrations from other bucks were includ-
ed, including the prizewinning male from Paris. These 
bucks had a large impact on the breed. The herds were 
developed as milkers with fast-growing kids for meat.

A 1906 import to the United States failed to register 
for breed. However, in 1909, J. R. Gregg imported a 
buck and two does, and then a further buck and doe in 
1913. He started a registered breeding program, with 
the breed name changing to Nubian. He bred them se-
lectively without crossbreeding. Further imports from 
England totaled about 30 by 1950.

In 1917, D. C. Mowat imported goats from England 
to Canada and started a registered breeding program. 
Further imports from Canada and England to the U.S. 
greatly influenced the development of the breed.

From the 1940s, exports to Latin America, Africa, and 
Asia from England and America provided stock for 
crossbreeding to improve milk and meat yields.

CONSERVATION STATUS: Widespread worldwide and 
not threatened.

BIODIVERSITY: A composite breed combining genes 
from different origins.

Photo credit: Brian Boucheron/
flickr CC BY 2.0
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breed profile : : nubian

DESCRIPTION: The Nubian’s 
distinctive appearance is character-
ized by long, wide drooping ears, 
large almond-shaped eyes, a wide 
forehead, a convex “Roman” nose, a 
tall flat-sided body, long legs, and a 
short glossy coat.

HISTORY: Nubians are available in 
a wide variety of colors and pat-
terns. Black, tan, and chestnut are 
predominant. White or pale patches 
or mottles are common. White facial 
stripes may be an indication of 
crossbreeding with goats of Swiss 
origin.

HEIGHT TO WITHERS: Bucks av-
erage 36 in. (90 cm), does 32 in. (80 
cm).

WEIGHT: Minimum — 174 lb. (79 
kg); Maximum — bucks 309 lb. (140 
kg); does 243 lb. (110 kg).

POPULAR USE: Dual purpose — 
milk and meat. Also popular in 
African, Asian, and Latin-American 
countries for crossbreeding with 
local stock to improve milk or meat 
production.

Photo credit: Ryan Somma/flickr CC BY-SA 2.0

Photo credit: Lance Cheung/USDA

Photo credit: Kathleen Franklin/flickr CC BY 2.0 Photo credit: Peter O’Connor/flickr CC BY-SA 2.0
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SOURCES
Anglo-Nubian Breed Society
Porter, V., Alderson, L., Hall, 
S.J., and Sponenberg, D.P. 2016. 
Mason's World Encyclopedia of 
Livestock Breeds and Breeding. 
CABI.
Reinhardt, R.M., Hall, A. 1978. 
Nubian History: America and 
Great Britain. Second Edition 
Revised, Hall Press.

PRODUCTIVITY: Average 6.6 lb. (3.9 
kg) milk per day/1920 lb. (871 kg) 
over 305 days with 4.8% butterfat 
and 3.5% protein. Most Nubians 
possess genes for high production 
of alpha s1-casein, an important 
protein in cheesemaking, as op-
posed to the weaker production 
of this protein in European dairy 
breeds. Although yield is lower 
than for most dairy breeds, the high 
levels of milk solids impart a rich 
flavor and improve coagulation, 
making it ideal for making cheese. 
These qualities have helped the 
Nubian to become the most popular 
dairy goat in the U.S.

TEMPERAMENT: Bright, friendly, 
and tractable. They call with loud 
voices when requiring attention. On 
the other hand, they are quiet when 
content.

ADAPTABILITY: Their large ears 
and flat sides enable Nubians to 
acclimatize easily to hot climates. 
However, they do not cope well 
with humidity. They can breed all 
year round and enjoy high fertility.

QUOTE: “Unfortunately for peo-
ple who like peace and quiet, that 
nose acts like the bell of a horn. 
Nubians are noted for loud voices, 
a tendency to stubbornness, and an 
unqualified dislike of rain, but the 
babies are so darned cute it’s easy 
to overlook the personality flaws.” 
Jerry Belanger and Sara Thomson 
Bredesen, Storey's Guide to Raising 
Dairy Goats.   

The World Leader in 
GOAT Equipment and Supplies

Check out our milking machines and other
products for Goats, Cows, Sheep, Llamas.
Also everything you need to show livestock.

Great prices on cheesemaking and
soapmaking products, plus animal health,

grooming, milking, and gift items and books
for breeders, homesteaders, and hobbyists.

Plus you can’t beat our service!

Visit us at our new, improved web site:

www.caprinesupply.com

1-800-646-7736 for orders or catalog

P. O. Box Y, DeSoto, KS 66018

 Products you can Trust at Prices you can Afford

www.powerflexfence.com
PowerPost

Full Line of
Permanent & Portable Fencing

Order on-line or call for Catalog
417-741-1230

info@powerflexfence.com

Hi-Tensile Woven Wire
Electrifiable

Promoting and Registering  
Miniature Dairy Goats

TMGRonline.com
619-417-0989

• Milk Production Program & Shows
• Annual Conformation Clinic

Online Pedigree Database
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breeders directory

Advertise your favorite breed where it will be seen by thousands of  
goat enthusiasts looking for what you have to sell!

Just $40/yr. for listing your breeds,  farm name, 
your name, address, phone, e-mail & website.

ALPINE

COMPOSITE SAVANNA

LAMANCHA

Iowa 
D & E DAIRY GOATS, 2977 Linn Buchanan Rd., 
Coggon, IA 52218. 319-350-5819. <rranch@iowatel-
ecom.net> Facebook: d&edairygoat. Doelings–selling 
200 head annually. Breeder bucks available. Alpine, 
Saanen.

MA’S ACRES, Judith Nayeri, 9398 NE 100th 
Ave. Bondurant, IA 50035. 515-250-4836. 
<jlnayeri@gmail.com> Alpine. Quality show and 
production doelings, yearlings, bucklings.

Pennsylvania
FOREST VIEW GOATS, Samuel & Lydia Fisher, 92 
McIlvaine Rd, Paradise, PA 17562. 717-875-9016. 
Alpine & Nigerian Dwarfs.

Wyoming 
ALPENTHAL’S DAIRY GOATS, Tanja Mil l-
er, 430 Beaver Creek Rd., Sundance, WY 
82729. 307-283-2364. <tmiller@rangeweb.net> 
<www.alphenthalsdairygoats.net> Registered  
American Alpine.

Virginia 
PEACE HILL FARM, Susan Wise Bauer, 18101 The 
Glebe Ln., Charles City, VA 23030. 804-337-3468. 
<www.historicpeacehill.com> Leicester Longwool 
and registered Angora goats.

Vermont 
CASHMERE FARMS, Lynda Franklin, 2 The Old 
Road, East Haven, VT 05837. 802-274-8189.  
< w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / s t a r b r i g h t f a r m > 
< s t a r b r i g h t f a r m l l c @ g m a i l . c o m > 
Cashmere. Fiber, Breed, Stock, Wethers.

Florida 
LONG GREY LINE FARM, LLC.,  Martha  
Aitken, 282 SW Mayflower Glen, Fort White, FL 
32038. 386-758-2361. martha@longgreylinefarm.
com  www.longgreylinefarm.com. Composite  
Savanna Meat Goats, Sawyer Spanish Meat Goats, 
Welsh Sheepdogs.

Wyoming
HEAVEN’S 7 ACRES, 100% NZ Kiko, Jil l 
Johnson, PO BOX 1658, AFTON, WY 83110.  
307-221-0842. <Heavens7Acres@gmail.com> 
<www.Heavens7Acres.com> Kiko.

Texas 
LATTE DA DAIRY, Anne & Johnny Jones, PO Box 
270355, Flower Mound, TX 75027. 817-490-5004. 
<lattedadairy@gmail.com>  <www.lattedadairy.com> 
LaManchas. Also Nubians. 

Michigan
MITTEN ACRES NIGERIAN DWARFS, Mil-
ford, MI 48381, 810-373-9005 9am - 6pm EST  
<www.mittenacres.com> ADGA Registered, Tested 
Herd, Milk & Show.

New Mexico 
SECOND BLOOM FARM, Deb Wood, 248 Rio Bravo, 
White Rock, NM 87547. 505-672-1485.<seldom@
concentric.net> <www.secondbloomfarmnm.com> 
Nigerian Dwarf. Excellent milk quality for the small 
homestead.

Pennsylvania 
G I B S O N  FA R M ,  J o e  &  S t e p h a n i e  
Gibson, Bla i rsvi l le ,  PA 15717, 724-422-
0304, <www.gibsongoatfarm.com> <gibson-
farm.steph@gmail.com> Nigerian Dwarf &  
Alpine Dairy Goats.

MINI LAND RANCH NIGERIANS, Fenelton, PA. 
www.minilandranch.net. ADGA Plus Herd. Nigerian 
Dwarf.

STOLTFUS GOATS, Stephen & Anna Stoltfus,  
1407 Beaver Dam Rd., Honeybrook, PA 19344.  
484-798-7326. Nigerian Dwarf Dairy Goats.

Texas 
JOBI NIGERIANS, Joanne B. Jelke, 4603  
Beckermann Rd. ,  Brenham,  TX 77833.  
979-836-9303. DHIR Nigerian, Alpine & Saanen 
dairy goats.

Pennsylvania 

ANGORA

CASHMERE

KIKO

NIGERIAN DWARF

NUBIAN

NIGERIANS

Arkansas 
OWL RIDGE FARM, Jan Ham, 255 Owl Ridge 
Farm Rd., Greenbrier, AR 72058. 870-974-1466. 
<owlridgefarm@windstream.net> <www.owl-ridge-
farm.com> Nubians. 

Colorado 
JP ACRES, Johnnie Seale, 1941 County Road 207, 
Durango, CO 81301. 970-247-9180. Nubians.

Oregon 
ACE-HI DAIRY GOATS, Margie Singletary, 3747 
Lincoln Dr., Ontario, OR 97914-8713. 541-889-4063. 
CAE & CL free, milk & show. Nubians.

R R RESOURCES, Yvonne Roberts, PO Box 809, 
Merlin, OR 97532. 541-479-3159. <rycj@yahoo.
com> <www.rrresources.com> Purebred, American 
& recorded grade Nubians. DHIR, LA, Show, bred to 
milk, good butterfat and longevity.

Tennessee 
DAVIS RUN NUBIANS, Davis & Jenny Carr, 1701 
Saundersville Rd., Hendersonville, TN 37075. 615-
943-5709. <zaddie@bellsouth.net>  <www.DavisRun 
Nubians.com> Purebred Nubian Dairy Goats. 

ADGA Plus Performance Herd
Located in Western Pennsylvania

Mini Land Ranch 
Nigerians

www.minilandranch.net
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Visit
iamcountryside.com 

/shop
to get your  
copy today!

Or call
970-392-4419

by Gail Damerow

A Well-Made 
Fence Brings 

Peace of Mind!

From alarm systems to 
zoning laws, this book 
covers it all. If there’s 
a fence in your future, 
don’t waste time and 

money on an ineffective 
system. Make it one 

you can rely on.

For all things  
goats visit:

backyardgoats. 
iamcountryside.com

Texas 
LATTE DA DAIRY, Anne & Johnny Jones, PO Box 
270355, Flower Mound, TX 75027. 817-490-5004. 
<lattedadairy@gmail.com> <www.lattedadairy.com> 
Nubians. Also LaManchas. 

Wyoming 
LaCapra Dairy Goats, PO BOX 250, Centennial, WY 
82055, ph 307-760-0320, kepe156din@gmail.com. 
Breeding for show and production.

California 

Indiana 
SAND ROAD SAVANNAS, Christine Baize, Owens-
ville, IN 47665. phone 812-385-2874. <http://www.
sandroadsavannas.com> Savanna. 

Missouri 
Vaz Savannas, Sharon A. Vazquez, Milan, MO, 
63556, ph 660-292-4572, www.vazsavannas.com, 
vazsavannas@gmail.com, Fullblood Dna Verified 
Savanna Herd.

Ohio 
BARNHART FARMS,  John Barnhart,  Wapakoneta, 
Ohio, 419-230-8000, <barnhartgoats.com> Savanna 
and Kiko meat goats. Registered and commercial 
stock.

Texas 
TEXAS SAVANNAS, Larry Rutledge, 8412 FM 580 
E, Kempner, TX 73539. <www.texassavannas.com> 
<ldean@yahoo.com> Savanna. phone 940-733-6018.

Florida 
LONG GREY LINE FARM, LLC, Martha Aitken, 
282 SW Mayflower Glen, Fort White, FL 32038.  386-
758-2361. martha@longgreylinefarm.com www.long-
greylinefarm.com. Sawyer Spanish Meat Goats,SGCS 
Certified Spanish Herd, Composite Savanna Meat 
Goats, Welsh Sheepdogs.

Iowa 
BIRCH HAVEN, Doris Gronewold, 479 Dry Hol-
low Rd., Waterville, IA 52170. 563-535-7203. 
<birchhavendairygoats/facebook> Toggenburgs. 
CL. L.A. Herd Ave. “90” with High Production over 
3,000# of milk.

Iowa 
DRY CREEK ACRES, Joe Skoda & Melissa O’Rourke, 
1849 Whitetail Rd., Decorah, IA 52101. 712-470-3289. 
<drycreekacres@hotmail.com> <www.drycreekacres.
com> Toggenburgs. Home of the 2011 and 2012 Junior 
National Champions.

Florida 
LONG GREY LINE FARM, LLC., Martha Aitken, 
282 SW Mayflower Glen, Fort White, FL 32038.    386-
758-2361    martha@longgreylinefarm.com  www.
longgreylinefarm.com Welsh Sheepdogs - Licensed 
by Welsh Sheepdog Society, Composite Savanna & 
Sawyer Spanish meat goats.

OBERHASLI

PYGMY GOATS

~ Excellence Remembered Trust Inspired 
Since 1982. EXPORT SPECIALIST
~ Whether you need a forever hand-raised 
bottle baby or a whole herd.
~ Verified 5-Star Breeder  BBB Member

951-736-1076
debbie@amberwaves.info

amberwavespygmygoats.com

Delaware 
RoDi HERITAGE FARMS, Robert & Diana Lawson, 
18759 Harbeson Rd., PO Box 4, Harbeson, DE 19951. 
302-684-8844. <lawsonbl55@yahoo.com> Saanens.

Pennsylvania 
WORDEN FARM, Bill & Donna Worden, 1881 Bells 
Run Rd., Shinglehouse, PA 16748. 814-697-6606. 
<dlw@wordenfarm.com> Saanens, LaManchas & 
Grades. CAE Free.

Virginia 
PICCOLO FARM, Barb & Frank Kruesi, 2831 Bear 
Branch Rd., Mouth of Wilson, VA 24363. 276-579-
2331. <piccolofarmva@gmail.com>

Idaho 
BECKSTEAD FARMS, Matt & Melissa Beckstead, 
Weston, ID 83286. 208-339-6428 <becksteadfarms@
yahoo.com> <www.becksteadfarms.com> Savanna.

Illinois

WEEKLEY SAVANNAS, Jonathan Weekley, Trenton, 
IL 62293. 618-402-0535. <jonnyweekley94@gmail.
com> Full Blood, DNA Parent Verified Herd. Savanna.

SAANEN

SAVANNA

SAWYER SPANISH

TOGGENBURG

WELSH SHEEPDOGS
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associations

Goat Journal Advertising Form • Next Deadline: May 19, 2020

Feel free to use a separate sheet of paper

Please type or print legibly and indicate the words you 
would like in bold or capital letters.  

• Don’t forget to count your name, address, 
 phone number and e-mail if it is part of your ad.  

• 10 word minimum. Ads under 10 words  
will be charged $10. 

Mail to: Goat Journal Breeders/Classifieds, 
P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451  

or E-mail: kweiler@countrysidemag.com
backyardgoats.iamcountryside.com

1-715-748-1389

Number of words _____ x $1.00 =                         $_______

Words in all CAPITALS _____x 25¢ =                  $_______

Words in bold _____x 25¢ =                                  $_______

X No. of issues you want your ad to run: _____ = $_______

Payment enclosed (U.S. funds):                              $_______

Liner Classified:
Your Name:

Address: 

City, State,  Zip:

Classification:

E-mail:

Ad:

Display Breeders/Classified (1" & 2" sizes):
SPECIAL OFFER: FREE Color! ($20 Value Per Issue)

1x - 2x=$30 per inch, per issue
3x - 5x=$28 per inch, per issue
       6x=$25 per inch, per issue

E-mail:  kweiler@countrysidemag.com  

or call:  1-715-748-1389

Use pictures, Use pictures, 
logo and color!logo and color!

FREE Ad Design!FREE Ad Design!

Classification:

Your Farm Name:

Your Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone Number:

E-mail:

Website:

Breed(s):

Additional Words $1 each per year:

Liner Breeders Directory:

Directory listing (6 issues):                           $40.00
Additional words ($1 each):
Total Amount Enclosed (US): 

OBERHASLI BREEDERS OF AMERICA, Ben Peterson, 
Secy./Treas., 8580 S Cherry Ave.,  Fresno, CA 93725.  
<petesakeoberhasli@gmail.com> <www.oberhasli.
webs.com>

THE MINIATURE GOAT REGISTRY(TMGR) Sup-
porting breeders and owners of the mini-dairy breeds. 
Shows, conformation clinics, milk production. 619-
417-0989. www.tmgronline.com

GEORGIA DAIRY GOAT BREEDERS—newsletter, 
meetings, shows & speaker program. All breeds 
welcome. Secretary: John Latimer, 1540 McRee’s 

Mill Rd., Watkinsville, GA 30677. 706-769-9460. Visit 
us at www.gdgba.org 

P e d i g r e e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S i n c e  2 0 0 0 ,  
registering Savanna,TexMaster and others.  
Offering Breed development tracking and more. 
417-327-2774. <http://PedigreeInternational.com>  

AMERICAN LAMANCHA CLUB,  Deb Macke,  
Secretary/Treasurer, N3690 Elmwood Rd.,  
H a w k i n s ,  W I  5 4 5 3 0 .  7 1 5 - 5 6 3 - 0 0 5 2 .  
<raintreelamanchas@gmail.com>  <www.lamanchas.
com>

For all things  
goat, visit:

backyardgoats. 
iamcountryside.com
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classified ads

                       

www.sweetpdz.com

Order tOday!POULTRY FEED

BEEKEEPING POULTRY SUPPLIES

SAVANNA

IInnffrraarreedd  RRaaddiiaanntt  HHeeaatt  

sweeterheater.com 
771155--665511--99775577  

North Carolina
MILLER BEE SUPPLY YOUR BEEKEEPING 
EXPERTS SINCE 1976!  Check us out for all your 
beekeeping needs. Whether you are just starting 
out or already have bees we are here to assist 
your needs. Call us Toll Free: 1-888-848-5184. 
496 Yellow Banks Road, North Wilkesboro, NC 
28659. Email:info@Millerbeesupply.com Website:  
www.millerbeesupply.com.

T H E  E G G  C A R T O N  S T O R E 
M o d e r n  s e r v i c e  a n d  s p e e d ,  o l d  
world qual i ty and value. Over 40 years 
of egg packaging and marketing expertise! 
Egg  Ca r tons  |  F i l l e r  F la t s  |  Beau t i -
fu l  Colored Car tons |  Poul t ry  Suppl ies 
C a l l  f o r  G R E AT  w h o l e s a l e  /  p a l -
l e t  q u a n t i t y  p r i c i n g !  8 6 6 - 3 3 3 - 11 3 2 
FREE SHIPPING on all cartons and filler flats 
WWW.EGGCARTONSTORE.COM.

SOON Church/Government Uniting,Supressing 
“Religious Liberty,” Enforcing “National Sunday 
Law.”  Be Informed! Need mailing address only. TBSM, 
Box 99, Lenoir City, TN 37771. thebiblesaystruth@
yahoo.com, 1-888-211-1715.

A R E  Y O U  T I R E D  O F  S U F F E R -
ING FROM BODY PAIN. IMPROVE YOUR 
HEALTH. GREAT COMPENSATION PLAN.  
www.phytozonforhealthandwealth.com

CBD OIL and other CBD/Hemp Products! 
Hempworx offers 250, 500, 750 or 1500 mg.  Full 
spectrum 0.03% THC or board spectrum that is THC 
free. Not all cbd oils are safe, make sure yours is cer-
tified and 3rd party tested, like this one!  Google cbd 
and what you want to feel better from or about.  The 
benefits are endless. Get yours today with a 60 day 
money back guarantee even if the bottle is EMPTY! 
More Information or order at:  www.cbdgoldendrop.
com or text CBDINFO to 715-965-1234.

EGG CARTONS

FREE

HEALTH

Visit www.PartsDeptOnline.com for great deals on 
new milking equipment for cows and goats. We sup-
ply to all size dairies. Call for a free 180pg catalog. 
1-800-245-8222.

MILKING EQUIPMENT

PACK GOAT SUPPLIES

BUTT-HEAD PACK GOAT PRODUCTS.  
PH 530-432-0946.  <www.buttheadpackgoats.com> 
Saddles, panniers, Halters, goat coat/pack covers 
& more.

3D’S SAVANNA’S. www.mygoats74864.com

America’s  
Favorite Poultry 

Magazine

backyardpoultry. 
iamcountryside.com

Coops, Eggs & Meat, 
Feed & Health, and 

Much More!

HOME CHEESE  HOME CHEESE  
MAKINGMAKING

Recipes for 75  
Delicious Cheeses

iamcountryside.com 
/shop
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goat journal bookstore

For a complete listing of all books available visit our website: 
iamcountryside.com/shop; or call 970-392-4419.

BOOKS MAKE GREAT GIFTS!

How to Raise Goats
By Carol amundson

Whether you want to raise a dairy 
barn full of milkers, one hundred 
meat goats for market, a herd 
of Angoras for mohair fiber, or a 
few Pygmies as pets, this book is 
for you. Expert, hands-on advice 
makes it easy to get started rais-
ing a healthy herd. Longtime goat 
farmer Carol Amundson describes 
the breeds popular in the United 
States and Canada and explains 

all the helpful do’s and don’ts. 199 pages.
$19.99

Now $13.99 — Save 30%

SAVE
25%

Raising Dairy Goats 
to the Uddermost DVD
By Kauffman Brothers motion PiCtures

Embark on a journey learning 
about dairy goats on a real-life 
farm! From the amazing birth 
of a kid caught on camera, to 
building simple fences, prevent-
ing your goats from getting dis-
eases, choosing the perfect goat, 
clipping hooves in real time, and 
more, you’re sure to find this video 
fun, intriguing, and very educa-
tional. 2 hours 3 minutes.

The Backyard Goat
By sue Weaver

Pulling carts around the farm or 
serving as loyal pack animals, 
goats are naturally hardworking 
and make for friendly compan-
ions. This straightforward guide 
teaches you how to choose, 
house, feed, train, and breed 
the best goats for your space 
and needs. Whether you want 
to churn out fresh dairy products, 

harvest soft cashmere for knitting, or keep goats as playful 
pets, The Backyard Goat makes it easy to enjoy the benefits 
of owning goats, with no experience necessary. 215 pages.

SAVE
30%

American Farmstead Cheese
By Paul Kindstedt

This book is the essential resource for as-
piring and experienced cheese-mak-
ers. It is packed with cheese- 
making history, technique, artistry, 
and business strategies. Features in-
clude a fully illustrated guide to basic 
cheesemaking, explanations of milk 
composition, starter cultures, and the 
chemistry of cheese, effects of calci-
um, pH, salt and moisture, ways to en-
sure safety and quality and methods 

for analyzing cheese production. 276 pages. Hardcover.

SAVE
50%

$40.00      Now $20.00 — Save 50%
~ LIMITED QUANTITIES ~

$19.99      Now $14.99 — Save 25%
~ LIMITED QUANTITIES ~

Building Raised Beds
By marshall Bradley

For beginning gardeners and home-
owners, this handbook shows you ex-
actly how to plan, build, and plant a 
simple raised bed. Fully illustrated 
step-by-step instructions make it easy 
and ensure success! 91 pages. $8.95

$16.95
Now $14.99 — Save 12%

SAVE
12%

Don’t Throw It Grow It
By deBorah Peterson

Learn how common kitchen staples 
— pits, nuts, beans, seeds, and tu-
bers — can be coaxed into lush, 
vibrant houseplants that are as 
attractive as they are fascinating. 
growing instructions for 68 plants 
in four broad categories — veg-
etables; fruits and nuts; herbs and 
spices; and more exotic plants 
from ethnic markets. 153 pages.
$10.95

Now $8.25 — Save 25%

SAVE
25%
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Mail to: 
Goat Journal Bookstore, P.O. Box 1848, Carson City, NV 89702

Visa           MC                   Discover                AmEx

No.:

Expiration:

Phone:

Name:

Address:

City:

State:     Zip:

Book Order Form
Title                                Quantity                Price Book Total      $  

Shipping        $

Subtotal         $
WI Residents add
5.5% sales tax      $

Total U.S. Funds $

$4 first item, $1 each add'l item, Call for Priority & Foreign Rates

SAVE
25%

Want Free Shipping? 
Upgrade your subscription to ALL-ACCESS MEMBERSHIP and your books ship free in the 
U.S. every day. Visit backyardgoats.iamcountryside.com/all-membership to learn about 

all the perks of membership or call 970-392-4419. It’s less than $1 more a month!

Naturally Bug-Free
By stePhanie l. tourles

Protect yourself, your children, your 
pets, and your home from bugs — 
without using harsh or toxic chemicals! 
75 simple recipes for safe, effective 
bug repellents you can make at home 
from all-natural ingredients. For pro-
tection from mosquitoes, ticks, and 

other biting insects, there are sprays, balms, body oils, and 
tinctures. 175 pages. $10.95

By roger marshall

From the simplest cold frame to the 
most elaborate freestanding tropical 
paradise, there is a greenhouse plan 
in this collection to suit every garden-
er’s needs. Roger Marshall guides you 
through all the style options, the prac-
tical considerations of choosing mate-
rials and a site, and every step of the 

building process. Includes many diagrams and charts. 255 pages.

$24.95
Now $18.69 — Save 25%

How to Build Your Own Greenhouse

Storey’s Guide to  
Raising Meat Goats

By maggie sayer

In this essential handbook, author 
Maggie Sayer covers every aspect of 
acquiring, caring for, managing and 
marketing meat goats. It includes topics 
such as planning for profitability, breed 
selection, where to buy, understanding 
goat behavior, good nutrition, disease 
prevention, basic health care, proper 

shelter and much more. 336 pages.
$19.95

Now $14.99 — Save 25%

SAVE
25%

By Kate Johnson

Tiny Goat, Big Cheese

Kate Johnson didn’t set out to be a chee-
semaker, let alone to open a cheesemak-
ing school. But her childhood passion for 
animals and a serendipitous visit to a local 
goat farm began a transformation in her 
life similar to the transformation milk under-
goes when it becomes cheese! Kate shares 

with readers how her childhood fantasies surprisingly led to a 
successful career and meaningful lifestyle. 176 pages. $14.99

NEW!
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Across

2. The walls of King Tut's tomb have a _____-based lacquer.

6. Alpenthal is Swiss for _____ _____.

13. Sam Woodiwiss imported a _____ from India in 1896.

16. Underdosing antibiotics can increase the occurrence of bacterial _____.

17. Hebrew word for "life:"

18. Lutalyse dissolves the _____ _____.

19. Jo'lee's son:

20. National Dairy Month

21. Before you begin goat milk stand training, teach your goat how to _____

_____.

22. This number is very significant in Jewish culture:

23. USDA _____ Milk Ordinance.

Down

1. One vet call erases a "_____ _____."

3. DRPC: Dairy _____ Processing Center.

4. The most common over-the-counter livestock antibiotic:

5. The area along the Nile, from Egypt to Sudan:

7. DHIA : Dairy Herd _____ Association.

8. Livestock antibiotic that can treat mycoplasma:

9. Dinoprost tromethamine:

10. Infections that can pass from animal to human:

11. Sam Woodiwiss imported a _____ buck in 1903/04.

12. Starbeam, Moonleaf, and _____.

14. Per ADGA, a goat's name must be confined to _____ spaces.

15. The Dairy _____ Council.

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Goat Journal Reader Contest May/June 2020
1

2

3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

11

12 13

14

15 16 17

18

19

20 21 22

23

just for fun : : coloring & puzzle

The winner of the January/February reader contest is Tory Perrotto. 
Enjoy your journal, Tory! W I N N E R !

Each issue, we will offer a chance to win official  
Goat Journal swag! Enter to win a journal by completing this puzzle, 

using answers found in this issue. The winner will be chosen 
randomly from all correct submissions returned by July 1, 2020. 

Name: _________________________________________________

G O A T  J O U R N A L  R E A D E R  C O N T E S T  M A Y / J U N E  2 0 2 0

DOWN 

1.  One vet call 
erases a "_____ 
_____." 

3. DRPC: Dairy 
_____ Processing 
Center. 

4.  The most common 
over-the-
counter livestock 
antibiotic: 

5.  The area along 
the Nile, from 
Egypt to Sudan: 

7.  DHIA : Dairy 
Herd _____ 
Association. 

8. Livestock 
antibiotic that can 
treat mycoplasma: 

9.  Dinoprost 
tromethamine: 

10.  Infections that 
can pass from 
animal to human: 

11.  Sam Woodiwiss 
imported a _____ 
buck in 1903/04. 

12.  Starbeam, 
Moonleaf, 
and _____. 

14.  Per ADGA, a 
goat's name must 
be confined to 
_____ spaces. 

15.  The Dairy _____ 
Council.

If you get stuck, 

just remember all 

the answers can 

be found in articles 

throughout this 

issue. Have fun!

Print, fill out, and send to:
Goat Journal 

Reader Contest
P.O. Box 566, 

Medford, WI 54451

Print, fill out, then take 
a picture and email to:
goatjournal@gmail.com 

 
Message your answers to:

goatjournal@gmail.com

ACROSS

2.  The walls of King 
Tut's tomb have 
a _____-based 
lacquer.

6.  Alpenthal is Swiss 
for _____ _____.

13.  Sam Woodiwiss 
imported a _____ 
from India in 
1896.8.  
Goats balance 
challenges by 
forming small 
groups of 
related _____.

16.  Underdosing 
antibiotics can 
increase the 
occurrence of 
bacterial _____.

17.  Hebrew word 
for "life:"

18.  Lutalyse dissolves 
the _____ _____.

19.  Jo'lee's son: 

20.  National Dairy 
Month 

21.  Before you begin 
goat milk stand 
training, teach 
your goat how to 
_____  _____. 

22.  This number is 
very significant in 
Jewish culture: 

23.  USDA _____ 
Milk Ordinance.
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Show us your artistic side! Send photos of your finished coloring pages to goatjournal@gmail.com 
and we will display them in our next issue. (Be sure to tell us if your goats did the coloring!)

C O L O R I N G  P A G E
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goat journal : : coming attractions

S T A Y  T U N E D !

just for fun : : reader coloring pages

THE JULY/AUGUST 2020 ISSUE OF GOAT JOURNAL 
FOCUSES ON THOSE NEW AFRICAN BREEDS THAT 

ARE TAKING THE UNITED STATES BY STORM!

• How African Breeds 
Got to Us

• Stearns Diamond 
Savanna Ranch

• Breed Profile: Kalahari Red

• Traveling Across 
State Lines

• DNA Parentage Testing

• The Largest Breeds of Goats

• The Difficult Dilemma 
of Euthanasia

• PLUS: Katherine’s Caprine 
Corner, Back from The Vet, 
Secret Life of Goats, and MORE!

A. 

A. The goats used the glitter pens! They 
loved the horns as they’re all naturally 
polled! — Judi Davis

B. Goats are super fun just like this goat 
was super fun to color.  — Becky Dickson

C. I’m Chance Dow, 14 years old.

D. I absolutely loved this coloring page. 
Really put me in an astronomical mind-
set and had a great time putting these 
colors together!  — Gabbi Suffriti

E. By June Gonzales, age 10, Halfway, 
Oregon.

B. 

C.

E.D.



The Best Fly is a Dead Fly! 
But Better Yet is NO FLY.

Call 1-888-771-3276

Useful Farm Products
P.O. Box 4350, Homosassa Springs, FL 34447

www.� yparasitesforlivestock.com 
or email: prevent� ies@� yparasitesforlivestock.com

Achieve the Yoder Effect for your Dairy 
 when � ies are no longer 
 an annoying nuisance!

Apply a Fly Parasite Program 
Fly parasite use is recommended 
in the Practical Organic Dairy 
Farming Manual, page 124.

DAIRY GOAT SPECIAL PROGRAM
Start with 2 back-to-back shipments to establish early � y control. 

Then bi-weekly shipments throughout the season. One June 
shipment doubled plus one late season extra shipment for free! 

Designed for no gaps and no outbreaks! 

Have these silent but deadly � y killers 
patrol your grounds at night, killing off 

potential � ies. Totally safe.



Electric Fence

Starter Kits!
Kits help simplify purchasing decisions by offering just the essentials needed to fence in 

a small flock or herd.  Our unique electrified net fencing adapts to dips and curves in 
difficult terrain. It arrives at your door as a complete roll with the posts already built-in. 

Just add support posts at ends & corners and connect the energizer.

Everything you need in one package!

Contact us for FREE catalogs! 
FREE shipping on qualified orders.

premier1supplies.com
800-282-6631

Kit contains: 
• One 100 ft roll of Netting 
• 0.6 joule Solar Fence Energizer
• Fence Tester to monitor voltage
• 4–FiberTuff Support Posts
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